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La Mesa wants to share park expenses with El Cajon again  
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As far as city parks go, Harry Griffin Regional Park is the 700-pound gorilla.  
Built in the mid-1980s, the 53-acre park is the largest in town. With a 360-seat amphitheater, two large 
open space fields, jogging paths, horseshoe pits, tot lots and picnic areas, the park can accommodate 
1,500 people with parking for 181 cars. 
It's owned by a consortium made up of the county, the Grossmont Union High School District, the Helix 
Water District, La Mesa and El Cajon. 
Keeping such a large park in good condition is no cheap proposition. In 1999 and 2000, it will cost 
$200,000, and La Mesa is hoping to get some help. 
When El Cajon recently asked La Mesa to chip in with $4,500 for a cold weather shelter, La Mesa City 
Councilman Jay LaSuer reminded them of another regional commitment: paying for a portion of 
maintenance at the park, which lies along the northeastern border of La Mesa and El Cajon near 
Grossmont High School. 
Although the park was built with a combination of state and local grants, La Mesa was placed in charge of 
the park's maintenance when it opened in 1985. But in 1988 an informal agreement was struck in which 
partners agreed to share upkeep costs. 
Under that agreement, La Mesa and El Cajon paid 80 percent of the costs, with the county and the water 
district splitting the remaining 20 percent. In 1994, Helix agreed to boost its share to 30 percent, dropping 
La Mesa's and El Cajon's bills to 30 percent each. 
But in 1996, facing a budget crunch, El Cajon city leaders decided to drop out. Since then, La Mesa has 
paid for 60 percent of maintenance. 
LaSuer would like to see El Cajon contribute again. 
"It's important from the aspect that there was an agreement made, and you keep your agreements," he 
said. "If you say you're going to do something, you do it. But it shouldn't create a rift between the cities. I'd 
like to see a cooperative solution rather than confrontation." 
Because El Cajon's budget is healthier today, Mayor Mark Lewis said he is willing to reconsider his city's 
funding of the park. But he also said it's time to rethink its use, maintenance and design. 
In the past, he said, El Cajon residents have complained about noise, security and parking. 
"I certainly have no problem on opening a discussion of our funding of the park," Lewis said. "We're just 
wondering what we get for our money. If we're going to be part of the dance, we want to take part in 
picking the tunes." 
Lewis said he would like to reassess the park rules, times of operation and activities. He said he would 
suggest that the city staff look into the matter and await notice from La Mesa city leaders to meet. 
La Mesa's City Manager Dave Wear said he would ask the City Council to send a letter to El Cajon 
requesting a review. 
Wear said La Mesa officials are "totally open" to any discussion El Cajon wants to have about resuming 
its maintenance funding for the park.  
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