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La Mesa wants three other agencies to share cost of Griffen Park upkeep  
Karen Kucher Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: June 16, 1988 
La Mesa city government is asking three other agencies to share the $141,820 cost of maintaining Harry 
Griffen Park next year.  
The 50-acre La Mesa park is built atop a covered reservoir on property near El Cajon's western boundary. 
Under the current joint-powers arrangement, La Mesa is responsible for its maintenance. 
However, an amendment to that agreement proposes that El Cajon and La Mesa city governments each 
pay $56,800, or 40 percent of the costs, and that the Helix Water District and San Diego County each pay 
$14,100, or 10 percent. 
The fifth member of the agreement, Grossmont Union High School District, already spends about $20,000 
a year maintaining 5 acres of the park. The school district would not be affected by the proposal. 
Using drawings and graphics, Karen Stauffer, assistant to the La Mesa city manager, yesterday explained 
the shared-funding proposal to representatives from the four affected agencies at an informal meeting at 
El Cajon City Hall. 
One graphic showed a person, representing La Mesa, sweating and straining under the weight of a 
$141,820 bill. The next showed four people carrying smaller loads. 
"Here we are struggling to carry the regional load," Stauffer said. "We should share the pain in funding 
this regional facility." 
Some El Cajon council members found the size of the maintenance budget surprising and suggested 
user fees be established to help offset costs. 
"I thought this was going to be a passive park (and) wasn't going to take much money. But $141,000 
seems like an awful lot to me," El Cajon Councilwoman Harriet Stockwell said. "Maybe it's time to regroup 
and say we may have to do without some of the things we want there to keep it as a park." 
While acknowledging that member agencies were facing tight budgets, La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel said 
park maintenance costs should be a priority. "We no longer have the pleasure to consider this an extra. 
We now have a commitment." 
La Mesa has approved the agreement and allocated money in its proposed 1988-89 budget. The El 
Cajon City Council and Helix Water District board will vote on the proposal next week. 
Since the park opened in 1985, El Cajon has contributed $491,367; La Mesa, $464,052; San Diego 
County, $113,000; Helix Water District, $85,610; and Grossmont Union High School District, $30,000. In 
addition, La Mesa has spent $518,401 on maintenance. 
Stauffer said park maintenance costs will increase next year when a 350-seat amphitheater and park 
ranger mobile-home trailer are built.  
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