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La Mesa urged to keep civic center where it is  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: August 22, 1989 
La Mesa's civic center should be kept at its present site, with trees added to surround the buildings in an "urban 
forest," a consultant has told the city council.  
Trees should be planted at the center and throughout downtown, according to a proposed 62-page plan 
presented to the council last night for a 161-acre area.  
"We propose that 1,000 trees be added to downtown La Mesa," said planner Paul Zucker of Sorrento Mesa-
based Zucker Systems.  
Zucker said present civic buildings "have function but are not distinguishable -- they would disappear into the 
forest."  
Zucker's firm was hired by the council early last year to come up with a plan for the downtown area. Zucker was 
assisted by a 19-member citizens advisory committee appointed by the city council.  
Mayor Fred Nagel said a public hearing will be held on the proposed plan before any action by the council.  
The plan would be executed over the next 20 years. It also calls for future developments and existing buildings 
that are renovated to be compact and pedestrian-oriented.  
Downtown should be scaled, Zucker said, so that "it is something that is easily walkable, with emphasis on 
pedestrians and not automobiles. Preserve surrounding residential areas."  
Expansion of city hall could be possible by building a parking structure to free space now utilized by vehicles, 
Zucker said. Other buildings in the civic center are the headquarters of the Helix Water District and a library.  
"We feel you should stick to the present site," Zucker told the council. "We make a strong recommendation on this 
point."  
Zucker noted there has been some consideration in the city of relocating city hall to MacArthur Park, to the east at 
La Mesa Boulevard and Memorial Drive.  
That would be "too far away" from the existing civic center, which Zucker said should be kept tight and compact. 
Expansion should be through construction of the parking garage, or to the east to Spring Street on a city-owned 
site now occupied by the La Mesa post office, he said.  
The Postal Service lease is due to expire late next year, city officials said.  
The proposed plan covers the area between La Mesa Boulevard and University Avenue and extending south from 
Interstate 8 along Spring Street to Pasadena Avenue.  
A redevelopment area is proposed for property between Allison Avenue and University Avenue. The La Mesa 
Lumber Yard is in that parcel. No specific redevelopment projects are proposed.  
In addition to comments about the civic center, the plan envisions Spring Street as becoming a "civic boulevard" 
lined with palm trees and becoming the entrance to downtown from the freeway and El Cajon Boulevard.  
Zucker said the citizens advisory committee "steered us in a positive direction." He said the committee wanted a 
plan that would avoid "happening to La Mesa what has happened to La Jolla" over the years.  
"The citizens felt that early La Jolla had a positive feeling, but felt it has gotten out of scale," he said.  
Committee members generally were opposed to developing downtown La Mesa around a theme, he said.  
Regarding positive things about La Mesa, Zucker said committee members like the "little shops," the personal 
service given by merchants, and the older buildings.  
"They said that La Mesa still feels like a small town," he said. "The important thing about La Mesa (committee 
members said) is that La Mesa is not quaint, but is real.  
"Many felt that the civic center is the key to downtown. They do not want its buildings to become a monument to 
government. They feel that the civic centers in El Cajon, Escondido and Oceanside are not a solution," Zucker 
said.  
Committee members believe that putting a civic center in MacArthur Park "would be very inappropriate," Zucker 
said. "Some said they would kill to keep this park."  
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