
 

 
Evening Tribune (San Diego, CA) 

La Mesa to keep all-white police cars  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: March 25, 1988 
La Mesa will retain its fleet of all-white police cars despite a trend among cities for black-and-white 
vehicles that stand out more in the community.  
The La Mesa cars, however, will get a new logo on the door and bigger lettering that designates them as 
police vehicles. 
That was the 3-1 decision of the La Mesa City Council Tuesday night. Councilman Art Madrid voted in 
opposition, calling for a move to black-and-white cars to counter what he described as a rising crime rate 
in La Mesa. Councilwoman Jerri Lopez was absent. 
In a related matter, the council voted 4-0 to have Hartson Ambulance Service transport people who need 
emergency medical care beginning April 1. The city's three police vans have been used for that purpose. 
Meanwhile, police will continue to respond to initial calls for help until July 1 when city firefighters will take 
over paramedic duties. 
The council in December voted to have firefighters take "first responder" calls and to transfer ambulance 
duties from police to the private sector. 
In the move to retain all-white police cars, the council majority backed a recommendation of police Chief 
Robert R. Soto that the city keep its "community oriented" cars, but give them larger lettering and a logo 
that is a replica of the department's shoulder patch. 
Soto said that before 1959 La Mesa had black-and-white cars, but changed to "solid-white vehicles as 
part of a conscious move toward 'community oriented' policing." 
"Our goal at the time was to soften the image of law enforcement in general and promote a perception of 
a more humanistic approach to law enforcement," Soto said. 
He said the color combination was changed because the color black, or the combination of black and 
white, creates a perception of power and authority. 
Soto said that although El Cajon and San Diego are among cities switching to black-and-white cars, 
"there is no evidence that conclusively proves that any one color or combination of colors will be more 
effective than another in increasing the public's perception of 'police presence.' " 
Madrid said a report by the San Diego Association of Governments indicated La Mesa's crime rate 
increased 17 percent last year. 
"As I ride around La Mesa on my bicycle I hear a concern from residents that they never see enough 
police vehicles," Madrid said. 
"We have been too successful in blending with the public at large (in using an all-white police fleet). If you 
have a more visible black-and-white vehicle, it would make you feel more secure and make people think 
twice about committing a crime." 
Mayor Fred Nagel said he disagreed with Madrid that the city has a high crime rate, saying: "This city is 
well protected." 
Soto said that police cars will get the new logos and lettering within four to six weeks.  

 
Copyright 1988, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 

 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/

