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La Mesa to bar toxin producers  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: January 29, 1986 
After having been promised that a manufacturer of deadly gases will move from La Mesa, the city council 
wants to bar any other producers of toxic gases or chemicals from the city.  
Council members last night ordered staffers to research the city's zoning regulations and return with 
recommendations to make sure they clearly ban companies that make deadly materials. 
The president of the Union Carbide Corp. last week agreed to move a subsidiary, the Phoenix Research 
Corp., that had been making two deadly gases, arsine and phosphine, for more than a decade in a leased 
building at 8075 Alvarado Road. 
Union Carbide President H.F. Tomfohrde wrote the city council a letter agreeing to relocate Phoenix 
Research to "a more suitable location" in advance of the expiration of its lease in 1991. 
Mayor Fred Nagel had written a letter to Union Carbide asking that the plant be moved from the city. More 
than 4,000 signatures had been collected on petitions circulated by local residents demanding that 
Pheonix Research move from the area. 
City Manager Ron Bradley said that if the city finds other businesses in the city that produce hazardous 
chemicals and gases, zoning regulations should be written to make sure the city can make those 
companies leave. 
The business-license application on Phoenix Research, which produced the gases used in the 
manufacture of silicon chips for the computer industry, said only that it is a research facility, and city 
records describe it as a "miscellaneous business." 
"No one can come into the city today and start one of these companies," Bradley said. Although they 
should not have been able to do it 12 years ago, zoning has changed since 1973, Bradley said. 
The city council wants to make sure the city's zoning regulations are specifically worded to prevent a 
similar occurrance. 
In other action, the city council: 
o Awarded a $71,000 contract to Kent Johnson Woodworks for fabricated redwood signs to greet and 
direct visitors to the city. 
o Adopted the addition of Northmont Park to the Fletcher Parkway redevelopment area to allow the use of 
redevelopment money for park improvements. 
o Adopted a revised ordinance permitting the installation of satellite dish antennas in residential zones, 
with some restrictions.  
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