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La Mesa tightens reins on business ad signs  
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After intense inspection by the city council, proposed amendments to La Mesa's sign ordinance have 
become law.  
The council Tuesday voted 4-1 to adopt stricter requirements on the size, number and types of signs 
businesses will be able to use for advertising. The public hearing lasted more than an hour and was 
highlighted by lively exchanges between several council members. 
Saying the ordinance wasn't intended to threaten the city's economic base, Councilman Ernest Ewin said 
businesses that have signs that violate the new code should be given the opportunity to appeal their 
cases. Ewin specifically referred to automobile dealerships that follow standard sign plans dictated by 
corporate policy. His suggestion was incorporated into the amendments. 
Some of the signs displayed by local automobile dealers violate the new ordinance and would have been 
subject to removal under the code's 15-year grandfather clause. However, Ewin's motion provides them 
with an appeal process that should allow most of them to keep their signs in place. 
The amended ordinance's grandfather clause allows the city to order the removal of non-conforming signs 
that remain untouched by their owners for 15 years. The city also can request an owner to take down a 
sign before this period expires, but not without compensating that owner. 
In casting the dissenting vote, Councilman Art Madrid sharply disagreed with Ewin's motion. Madrid said 
he didn't want to give car dealerships the power to determine the city's sign standards. 
"I'm saying that the tail is wagging the dog at this point, and I don't want to continue to water down the 
ordinance," Madrid said. 
Also expressing reservations about the proposed amendments was Councilwoman Jerri Lopez, who 
asked about size restrictions on signs displayed on trucks used by political candidates. 
David Witt, planning commission deputy secretary, said no additional restrictions would be placed on 
vehicles bearing political signs. He said the intent of the ordinance is to minimize the number of free-
standing pole signs. 
LuGray Hill, a former planning commission member, said the council should recognize that car 
dealerships in other cities have found ways to advertise without violating city sign codes. She said 
Carlsbad is one such city. 
While Mayor Fred Nagel said he didn't like certain parts of the ordinance, he said he preferred adopting 
the proposed amendments rather than returning it to the planning staff for further revision.  
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