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La Mesa stops AIDS funding, slashes Access Center for disabled  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
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The AIDS Foundation San Diego has been stricken from the list of social service agencies to be funded 
under the La Mesa City Council's plan for allocating $55,000 in federal block grants in the coming fiscal 
year.  
The council Tuesday also slashed by more than two-thirds the current $6,500 grant for the Access 
Center, serving disabled clients throughout the city and county. That agency will receive $2,000 from La 
Mesa in fiscal 1995-96 under the federal Community Development Block Grant program. 
Most of the nine other agencies funded by the city will receive about the same as this year. One 
exception is the Mesa Valley Grove Senior Center's hot lunch program, which, with a $3,000 boost, will 
get $12,000. 
Another was the Family Service Association of San Diego, providing family counseling and counseling for 
domestic violence . Although the council had previously said no new agencies would be funded, 
Tuesday's 4-1 vote added Family Service to the list with a $2,000 grant. 
Mayor Art Madrid was alone in arguing against both the AIDS cut and the Family Service addition. He 
favored across-the-board reductions and said it would be cruel to add another agency that probably will 
have to be cut in the future. 
The mayor said he considered the AIDS Foundation's current $3,000 grant a humane contribution to help 
people in what he called "a crisis epidemic." 
Other council members criticized the proportionately high levels of federal funding used by the AIDS 
Foundation and Access Center in explaining why those grants should be cut. 
"I have a problem giving to an agency that gets that much (government funding)," said Councilman Barry 
Jantz, echoing sentiments of the majority. 
After the vote, AIDS Foundation case manager Joseph Jeffers said that although La Mesa's $3,000 is not 
a lot in terms of his agency's $4.3 million budget, striking the funding entirely sends a discouraging 
message to AIDS patients throughout the city and county. 
"I feel like it says, 'You don't count. We don't want to acknowledge you,' " Jeffers said. "Psychologically, it 
has great significance." 
The $55,100 to be divided among 10 agencies represents 8.7 percent of La Mesa's $636,000 in 1995-96 
block grants from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Regulations allow up to 15 
percent of the funds to go to social service agencies. 
More than half of the money -- $323,000 -- is earmarked for capital projects in Briarcrest Park, El Cajon 
Boulevard and downtown improvements. 
The social service grants range from $2,000 to $12,000, with most under $5,000. They are listed below. 
[] East County Council on Aging, shared housing program: $12,000 approved for 1995-96; $11,790 
current year; $12,870 requested. 
[] Mesa Valley Grove, senior nutrition program: $12,000 approved; $8,910 current; $15,000 requested. 
[] Senior Adult Services, Meals on Wheels: $9,600 approved; $10,250 current; $9,600 requested. 
[] Davis-Grossmont YMCA: $5,000 approved; $5,390 current; $10,000 requested. 
[] San Diego Youth and Community Services, Gatehouse program. $4,500 approved; $4,250 current; 
$5,500 requested. 
[] Challenge Center: $4,000 approved; $4,010 current; $5,000 requested. 
[] Access Center: $2,000 approved; $6,480 current; $8,000 requested. 
[] Center for Women's Studies and Services: $2,000 approved; $2,030 current; $5,000 requested. 
[] Alzheimer's Family Center. $2,000 approved; $2,000 current; $4,680 requested. 
[] Family Service Association of San Diego: $2,000 approved; $0 current; $2,000 requested. 
[] AIDS Foundation San Diego. $0 approved; $3,000 current; $6,000 requested.  
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