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La Mesa shelves mayor's bid to study takeover of electric, TV cable 
utilities  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: July 14, 1988 
La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel has failed to gain city council support for proposals calling for the city to study 
creation of municipally owned electric and cable TV companies.  
Debate became heated at Tuesday's council meeting, and ended with Nagel telling council members they 
had been rude to shelve a proposal that sought to give notice to Cox Cable that its franchise might not be 
renewed. 
The council also declined to order city staff members to do preliminary studies regarding possible 
termination of San Diego Gas & Electric Co.'s franchise to provide electricity. 
Nagel had proposed reviewing the city's franchises with both utilities. He said his goal was to study the 
possibility of taking over those services. 
"Over the years we've heard many complaints about the services of SDG&E," Nagel said. "The utility has 
been at the top of the list of complaints, but now has been replaced by Cox Cable." 
With city-owned utilities, Nagel said, rates might be reduced and the city would have a steady revenue 
source, as well as direct management of the services. 
Representatives of both utilities opposed creation of municipally owned operations. 
Art Bishop, SDG&E's regional governmental affairs representative, told Nagel that a city-owned utility 
would have to buy the existing electricity transmission system. "No portion of SDG&E is for sale," Bishop 
said. "If you pursue this, it would have to be resolved in the courts." 
Councilman Ernest Ewin said the cost of taking over a utility might be more than the city could afford. 
"There's no such thing as a free lunch. We could be making things worse than they are." 
Councilwoman Jerri Lopez said that because of probable costs, "it would be a bit late in the day for us to 
start up our own utility." 
Councilman Art Madrid also opposed Nagel's plans. 
Nagel's only support for the SDG&E study was from Councilman Ed Senechal. 
"We owe it to the people to do a study," Senechal said, although he added that a review would probably 
conclude that "if it's not broke, why try to fix it?" 
All four council members thought it premature to begin a study now on renewing Cox Cable's franchise, 
which does not expire until April 1993. Cox must be given at least three years' notice before cancellation. 
Gene Yee, a Cox vice president, said the possibility the franchise wouldn't be renewed "creates a sense 
of negativism that I prefer not to operate under." 
Nagel tried to stop a move by the council to shelf his cable-TV proposal, declaring that the motion was out 
of order and council members were being rude to him. 
City Attorney LeRoy Knutson ruled the procedure had been proper.  
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