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La Mesa sewer decision delayed, letter to ratepayers to explain 15% hike  
Mark Arner STAFF WRITER   
Published: May 14, 1998 
City Councilwoman Ruth Sterling and two local activists are raising a stink about this city's plans to raise 
sewer rates here by 29 percent during the next four years.  
Partly because of those complaints, the City Council postponed a decision this week on raising its sewer 
rates by 15 percent on July 1.  
The council set the next hearing for June 9 and directed City Manager Dave Wear to send a letter to all 
ratepayers explaining the increase.  
Wear also vowed to arrange a rebroadcast of an April 28 council workshop on cable television. That 
workshop described the city's 145-mile sewage system and how it connects to a San Diego-owned 
treatment plant in Point Loma. The workshop also said that cities nationwide are facing similar sewage 
rate increases to comply with the federal Clean Water Act.  
Sterling and activists Rick Reese and Eugene Sprofera contend that the council failed to adequately 
advise the public about details of a 52-year sewage treatment pact with the city of San Diego before 
approving it on March 24.  
The council's agreement to pay higher treatment rates to San Diego in that pact is prompting the need for 
rate increases.  
The four other council members, however, contend that La Mesa would now be facing even higher 
sewage bills -- from 10 percent to 50 percent higher -- if they had not approved the agreement.  
Nevertheless, some council members agreed that the council could have done a better job of informing 
the public about new federal sewage treatment requirements before raising rates.  
Councilman Barry Jantz, for example, complained in a letter to the council about a lack of public 
participation at workshops.  
"We are now faced with a decision on sewer rates," Jantz wrote, "yet I fear the majority of La Mesa 
ratepayers have little awareness of the current situation or how we reached this point."  
Sterling contended Tuesday that the council's mistake was approving the new sewage pact with San 
Diego, instead of fighting for changes.  
"We had some hope with the old agreement," Stirling said. "We have nothing now. We are going to pay 
dearly for this."  
The city's last sewer rate increase -- 25 percent -- was approved in July 1994. Wear has advised the 
council to approve the 15 percent hike July 1 to maintain at least $1 million in cash reserves. That would 
raise La Mesa's average bimonthly sewer charge by $6.66 for a single-family house -- to $52.46 from 
$45.80. The average sewer charge would then be gradually raised to roughly $60.00 per house by July 
2002.  
La Mesa now spends about $5 million a year to process an average of 5.3 million gallons of waste water 
daily through the Point Loma plant.  
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