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La Mesa, Santee races: Money wasn't key  
J. Harry Jones and Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writers   
Published: February 10, 1987 
Money played an important part in last November's Santee and La Mesa city council races, but according 
to final campaign-disclosure statements filed last week by all candidates, it wasn't the deciding factor.  
For instance, Santee's top vote-getter, Jim Bartell, spent only $1.48 per vote. Compare that with 
candidate Art Raymond, who spent $7.24 per vote only to finish seventh out of 11 in the race for three 
seats. 
According to the disclosure forms, Bartell spent a total of $6,630 in his successful bid for re-election. 
Raymond, who received only 2,249 votes (compared with Bartell's 4,485) spent $16,273 on the 
campaign. 
The campaign's biggest spender however (by only $42 more than Raymond) was successful third-place 
candidate Roy A. Woodward, who spent $16,315, or just under $4 for each of 4,108 votes. 
The other winning candidate, Jack Dale, spent only $5,926 yet received 4,790 votes, good enough for a 
second-place finish at a cost of only $1.24 per vote. 
Election spending in La Mesa brought similar results. Pat Fordem, who ran unsuccessfully for mayor, 
spent $15,087, which amounts to $2.19 per vote. Fred Nagel, who defeated Fordem by a 16 percentage-
point margin, spent $11,847, at a cost of $1.24 per vote. 
In the race for two council seats in La Mesa, Brad Boswell was the biggest campaign spender, but failed 
to received a majority of the votes to unseat one of the two incumbents. 
Boswell, a 27-year-old Dean Witter Reynolds stockbroker, spent $7,922 ($6,000 of it out of his own 
pocket) and garnered only 6,005 votes. Ernie Ewin spent $5,621 for 10,396 votes. And Ed Senechal 
spent $5,222 and received 9,691 votes. 
Ken Trent, who ran unchallenged as La Mesa city treasurer, spent no money and received 12,755 votes. 
Campaign expenditures for other Santee candidates, followed by the number of votes they received and 
their finish were: Pat Gallardo, $5,926 (3,506, fifth place); Don Blevins, $4,298 (2,944, sixth place); Jim 
Holman $3,345 (2,175, eighth place); Thomas Packer, $1,755 (3,728, fourth place); George Wood, 
$1,384 (831, last place); Tom Burleigh, $910 (1,825, ninth place); and Reed Newcomb Jr., not more than 
$500 (1,511, 10th place).  
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