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La Mesa rejects red-light camera proposal 
Traffic-control plan loses by a 4-1 vote  
Brian Hazle STAFF WRITER   
Published: February 28, 2003 
Reducing the number of accidents at intersections is a priority, city officials say, but not if it means 
monitoring motorists with red-light cameras.  
Mayor Art Madrid raised the possibility at Tuesday's City Council meeting after reviewing accident 
statistics at city intersections over a one-year period. 
Madrid suggested the Traffic Commission study if the cameras would reduce the number of accidents. 
But the rest of the council rejected the camera plan, at least for now. Instead, in a 4-1 vote, they directed 
the commission to focus on less expensive ways to improve safety, such as extending the length of 
yellow lights. 
"Clearly, a majority on the council doesn't want to use machinery as a substitute for human discretion," 
Councilman Barry Jantz said. 
The La Mesa traffic study said there were 54 accidents resulting in 67 injuries at 32 intersections between 
December 2001 and December 2002. 
Most of the accidents were at intersections along Fletcher Parkway and Spring Street, but the study did 
not indicate how many were caused by motorists running red lights. 
Several other cities, including El Cajon and San Diego, use the cameras, which snap photos of motorists 
who run red lights. The offenders then receive a citation in the mail. 
Councilman Dave Allan said safety could be improved by increasing the yellow cycle of traffic lights by a 
second or two. He cited studies that showed the number of accidents dropped significantly at 
intersections with longer yellow cycles. 
One such study, by the Virginia Department of Transportation, showed red-light infractions dropped 58 
percent with a half-second increase in yellow-light cycles. 
With pending state budget cuts, Jantz said the cameras are an expensive option to address a relatively 
low number of accidents. Jantz also criticized the profit motive of the red-light camera industry. 
"Justice is supposed to be blind, but not motivated by profit," he said. "The (camera) contractor's 
motivation is profit." 
Last month, El Cajon expanded the number of intersections with cameras to seven at an annual cost of 
about $90,000 each. 
In 2001, a San Diego judge threw out hundreds of tickets and forced San Diego to overhaul its red-light 
camera system. San Diego increased the number of cameras at each intersection and changed the way it 
pays the company that maintains the system from a per-ticket fee to a flat rate. 
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