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La Mesa rejects bid to impose developer fee to build schools  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: March 12, 1986 
After a heated discussion followed by several defeated motions, the La Mesa City Council has rejected 
imposing developer fees for school construction.  
The vote last night was 3-2 not to impose the fees; councilmen Art Madrid and Ernest Ewin dissented. 
Requests for the fees came from officials of the Lemon Grove and Grossmont Union school districts, who 
said the fees are needed to help pay for temporary and permanent school facilities. 
"I think it's extremely shortsighted of them," said Lemon Grove School District Trustee Dave Spisak. 
"Certainly we still have open to us litigation...and it is definitely one of our options." 
Robert Pyle, superintendent of Grossmont Union High School District, expressed surprise and 
disappointment with the council's decision. 
"We're collecting fees in other areas," Pyle said. "We'll still do everything we can to obtain funding. But it's 
not fair for all the other cities to support fees and the city of La Mesa not to." 
Developer fees for the sprawling 33,000-pupil Grossmont district are collected in the cities of Santee, El 
Cajon and San Diego and by San Diego County. 
Council members who voted against the fees said the state should pay for classroom construction. 
"In my heart I know the need is there," Mayor Fred Nagel said. "But I still feel it is an obligation of the 
state Legislature." 
Ewin, whose motion to allow the collection of developer fees in limited amounts failed on a 2-3 vote last 
night, said: "If every city government in the state of California did not impose fees, it wouldn't take long for 
the state to solve the problem." 
Madrid twice introduced a motion allowing the collection of the fees, which would range from $200 to 
$1,500 per residence, depending on type and size. 
Nagel's motion to deny the districts' requests finally passed. In a subsequent move, council members 
rescinded a September 1984 ordinance that had allowed the fees to be collected for use in the Lemon 
Grove School District. 
However, school officials may find that yesterday's decision was a blessing in disguise, one city official 
said. 
Because no ordinance is in place to allow the collection of fees, at least 95 percent of all new 
developments in the city will be subject to review and imposition of fees by individual school districts, 
which would have the option to demand even higher fees for permanent and temporary buildings, city 
Planning Director Dave Wear said. 
"What I'm more concerned about now, is that it may become even more expensive for the developer and 
subsequently the buyer or renter," Ewin said, since the size of the fee will be left open to the discretion of 
the district.  
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