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La Mesa rejects ban on cheap handguns  
Chet Barfield STAFF WRITER   
Published: October 12, 1996 
Mayor Art Madrid's call for a ban on sales of so-called "Saturday night special" handguns was soundly 
rejected by the City Council Tuesday.  
The ban would have been the first in San Diego County, although 16 other California cities have passed 
similar measures in recent months. 
Rather than torpedoing the proposal outright, Madrid's colleagues sought to sidestep controversy by 
voting 4-1 to dismiss it without taking a position. 
That motion, approved with little discussion, was made by Councilman Barry Jantz. He said a ban would 
be moot because none of La Mesa's five gun dealers sells the cheap, low-quality pistols known as 
Saturday night specials. 
This was La Mesa's second gun debate in eight months. In February, Jantz and Councilman Jay LaSuer 
sought to make La Mesa the only city in the county to issue its own concealed-weapon permits. Madrid 
led the opposition that defeated the measure. 
Jantz and LaSuer yesterday accused Madrid of proposing the gun ban as a campaign minefield for 
Councilwomen Donna Alm and/or Ruth Sterling, both of whom are running for re-election Nov. 5. 
Madrid was not allowed to rebut those allegations before the vote was called. 
"This is no ploy," he said afterward. "It's a very viable issue." 
His motion was prompted by a Sept. 25 letter from Handgun Control Inc. The letter urged supporters to 
seek restrictions on Saturday night specials. 
"I think La Mesa missed a great opportunity to set an example in the county," the group's San Diego 
coordinator, Susan Pollack, said after the vote. 
Sterling, while officially taking no position, said the council packet contained only information from 
Handgun Control and nothing from opponents. 
"There's always two sides," she said. 
The National Rifle Association has filed suit against West Hollywood, the first California city to enact a 
sales ban on Saturday night specials. 
Alm, before voting to take no stand, said she knows many people who own handguns that might be 
considered Saturday night specials and "they don't do anything wrong with them." 
Scott Fulrath, a gun owner and NRA member, was one of three residents who spoke against the ban. He 
later said he thinks that the gun-control lobby's ultimate aim is "to get all handguns off the street."  
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