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The City Council last night postponed for 45 days a decision on whether to contract an architect to 
remodel and expand City Hall at a cost of about $94,000.  
The council opted instead to evaluate and determine the market value of city-owned property -- which 
includes the fire department, the police department and a post office -- with the possibility of consolidating 
all those governmental services into one facility. 
"In order to meet a need that we have, I think that rather than working in a hodgepodge, year-to-year 
basis (with expansion and remodeling), the time is right to at least explore the possibility of consolidating 
all the services into one area," said Councilman Ernest Ewin. 
The proposed remodeling would provide sufficient room for staff needs for the next 10 to 15 years 
"without question," said City Manager Ron Bradley. 
"However, as far as the future is concerned, we are working with the best information that we have," 
Bradley said. 
Some council members questioned the cost of remodeling. The $94,000 -- $34,000 more than an initial 
staff estimate of $60,000 -- was proposed to be transferred from unallocated reserves. 
"Remodels are always tricky, more difficult and provide more challenges," Bradley said. They are usually 
also more expensive, he added. But, he said, "We are prepared to evaluate the value of the city-owned 
property." 
Mayor Fred Nagel said that he is a proponent of remodeling. 
"I am for using what you already have until it's proven that it's totally inadequate," Nagel said. "And the 
question of inadequacy has never come up in regard to this building." 
The consolidation was suggested because it was feared that some of the other city buildings may need 
remodeling in the future, and that more space would be needed if the city annexed an area east of the 
city, Nagel said. 
But the city buildings do not pose an immediate problem, Nagel said, and "we don't need a big building if 
we should annex -- which is still a question at least two years into the future. Mr. Bradley is an excellent 
city manager and if he thought that overcrowding would be a problem, he would have said something 
years ago." 
The proposed remodeling would add about 5,000 square feet to City Hall, Bradley said he does not 
foresee a large addition to the administrative staff. 
The building was last remodeled in 1974, but no additional space was added to the building.  
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