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La Mesa plant loses permit from county to produce gases  
John McLaren Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: January 2, 1987 
The county Air Pollution Control District has refused to give Phoenix Research Corp. permission to 
continue operating its La Mesa plant that produces deadly arsine and phosphine gases.  
"The conclusion is that if there is an accident, the public in that community would not be protected," said 
Paul Sidhu, deputy director of the Air Pollution Control District. Phoenix can remain in operation until it 
appeals the staff recommendations that an operating permit be denied. A second appeal could also be 
filed in Superior Court. 
Art Madrid, the vice mayor of La Mesa, says the Phoenix plant on Alvarado Road is not all that different 
from the fateful cyanide plant operated by the huge Union Carbide Corp. in Bhopal, India. 
For 13 years, Phoenix, also owned by Union Carbide, has been producing the deadly gases for use in the 
semiconductor industry, without serious incident. Phoenix President Randall K. Kelley said today the 
company has taken so many precautions that even in a "worst-case" situation there would be no damage 
to the surrounding community. 
Phoenix, which employs about 20 people, has already agreed to move to the small town of Washougal in 
Washington state, though Kelley said it might be another two years before necessary environmental 
reports are completed and the move can be completed. 
"We're pursuing the environmental impact statement process up there, but it's taking longer than we had 
hoped," he said. In addition, "some residents (of the Washington town) don't want us to move there." 
In an interview today, Madrid said city officials had been aware for at least four years of potential hazards 
of the Phoenix situation but did not really become concerned until the Bhopal disaster of December 1984, 
which resulted in the death of nearly 3,000 people. 
"We weren't aware of the serious potential hazard until Bhopal. We have this potential here in La Mesa. It 
occurred to some of our guys that the same sort of thing was being done here," Madrid said. 
The La Mesa plant is in a highly developed area filled with homes, apartments, a Kaiser hospital and the 
Grossmont Shopping Center. In January, after residents began circulating petitions demanding the 
removal of the Phoenix plant, Mayor Fred Nagel wrote Union Carbide requesting that the facility be 
relocated. 
Corporate officials promptly complied with the city's request.  
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