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Get the picture? La Mesa plans to publish photos of prostitution 
solicitors  
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The mayor and City Council hope would-be solicitors of prostitutes will think twice, or go someplace else, 
now that they face the threat of having their photos in one or more local newspapers.  
"La Mesa is very proud of the fact that this is a family-oriented community and there's no place for 
prostitution," Councilwoman Donna Alm said in voting Tuesday night for a resolution authorizing the city 
to publish photos of anyone convicted of prostitution-related offenses.  
"I don't know if it will stop (prostitution)," Alm said, "but it will send a message that we don't condone it."  
The council called last month for the drafting of an ordinance that would authorize the publication of 
photos, but City Attorney Tamara Smith advised that a resolution would be more appropriate because the 
issue is a matter of policy, not enforcement.  
The resolution passed 4-0, with Barry Jantz absent. It became effective immediately.  
Mayor Art Madrid, who initiated the proposal, said the threat of public embarrassment would deter street 
prostitution, which has been a persistent problem along El Cajon Boulevard in the city's eastern section.  
"We were being asked by those we represent to take the appropriate action and protect the community," 
he said.  
Councilwoman Ruth Sterling put it more colorfully: "I realize that it's an old, old profession, but we don't 
want it here. We're sending a message, 'Get along, little dogies, get on out of here.' "  
Three people who argued against the proposal last month addressed the council again Tuesday, saying 
prostitution should not be singled out for public humiliation.  
Thomas Tanana, a San Diego attorney who represents prostitutes, took aim at the timing of the measure, 
noting that the mayor and two council members are campaigning for re-election. "There is a difference 
between a politician and a prostitute," he said. "There are some things a prostitute won't do."  
Madrid said the photos will be published in The Daily Californian, an East County newspaper with a 
circulation of 25,000. Editor Lou Ziegler confirmed yesterday that the paper would run the photos as paid 
ads. He said he could not quote specific rates, which would depend on the size and number of photos.  
San Diego Union-Tribune editors have said that for journalistic reasons they will not run the photos on 
news pages. The newspaper's display advertising director, Dexter LaPierre, said yesterday that the paper 
might consider selling ad space for the photos if La Mesa makes such a request.  
"Before I would do that, I would have conversations with a lot of the management here at the Union-
Tribune and also our legal counsel," LaPierre said, adding that the issues would be whether "this is 
something the paper wants to do, or if we would have any legal entanglements."  
The publisher of the La Mesa Forum, a 4,000-circulation weekly, said he has doubts about running the 
photos, even as paid ads.  
"I haven't been contacted by (the city), and I haven't even thought about it" since last month, said 
Publisher Pete Kaufman. "I'm still not interested in participating, but something could change my mind.  
"I really don't think I have room to do it if it amounts to anything," he said, "and, secondly, I don't think it 
will amount to anything."  
 
Copyright 1994, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 


