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La Mesa OKs study on future of downtown  
J. Harry Jones Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: January 15, 1988 
The long-range future of downtown La Mesa will be the focus of a $100,000 study to begin next week.  
The La Mesa City Council this night unanimously approved the signing of a contract with Zucker Systems 
Inc. of La Jolla to prepare a Downtown Specific Plan which will enable the city to devise a comprehensive 
set of policies for development and a method to decide what projects in the city should be given priority. 
"We need to know where we're going with the entire downtown area," Mayor Fred Nagel said. The city 
has numerous redevelopment projects under way in the downtown area, he said, but there are other parts 
of downtown that need to be studied. 
"We would like to tie it all together," Nagel said. 
One of the first tasks facing the consultants will be to decide just what constitutes La Mesa's downtown. 
Working with city officials and planners as well as citizens and businesses, the consultants will identify 
what needs to be studied then approach the project on a number of different levels. 
A detailed parcel-by-parcel land-use survey will be conducted including square-footage calculations for 
commercial areas as well as land ownership. 
Traffic circulation today and future projections will be studied and an inventory of existing parking 
downtown will be prepared. 
Sewers and storm-drain availability will be analyzed and overhead utilities will be mapped and plans for 
underground lines documented. 
The report also will look at the overall image of the city, including landscaping and architecture. And 
finally, an overview of downtown La Mesa's economic and market roles will be placed in a regional 
perspective. 
When complete, the consultants will prepare a listing of objectives the city should follow in the years 
ahead and a list of the most important projects to come. 
The contract calls for the study to be completed by August.  
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