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APARTMENT CONTROVERSY 
La Mesa mayor's rent plans opposed  
Kathie Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: March 26, 1985 
The rent laws proposed by La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel are being opposed by the San Diego Apartment 
Association, which says the matter should be left to the private sector.  
As an alternative to government intervention, D.J. Ryan, executive director of the association, has 
proposed that voluntary mediation be used to settle disputes between landlords and tenants. 
"Voluntary mediation is far superior than establishing an ordinance," Ryan said. The group wants the 
mediation process to include the council and Heartland Human Relations, a mediation group that works 
with the city of San Diego in landlord-tenant problems. 
Nagel's proposed ordinance would require: 
o That landlords give a reason for issuing a renter an eviction notice. 
o A grace period and maximum collection fee for late-rent penalties. 
o The encouragement of organized tenant associations. 
Nagel said that passage of the rent ordinance would give teeth to the rights of renters that would be 
absent if disputes were left to be resolved by mediation. 
"As a city ordinance it would be a misdemeanor if violated," Nagel said. "But what can the association do 
to police itself?" 
Ryan, however, said that further government intervention is undesirable. 
"Our five-year-old resident relations program has been effective in resolving tenant problems," Ryan said. 
"It may not be 100 percent foolproof, but it does work in a number of cases." 
"We (the council) are not in support of rent control and this ordinance is not in any way leading to that," 
Nagel said. However, "renters should not be treated any differently than homeowners. 
"We have seniors on fixed income who have no control over the calendar, yet they have to pay penalties 
for being late," Nagel said. 
He said some management companies and owners charge as much as $30 to $40 for payments two to 
three days late. The ordinance would cover rental complexes of five units or more. 
Residents will be encouraged to form tenant associations, without the fear of eviction, Nagel said, since 
landlords must list cause of eviction is also listed in the clause. 
The ordinance calls for a seven-day minimum grace period for rental payment, with late-payment charges 
not to exceed five percent of the monthly rent. 
Nagel said 47 percent of all housing units in La Mesa are rented. 
"I think its long overdue. Too many people live in fear of their landlords, who know its too hard to make 
another move," Nagel said. 
A public hearing on the ordinance is scheduled for today's City Council meeting, at 8130 Allison Ave., at 7 
p.m.  
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