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La Mesa mayor vows he'll display manners in his re-election run 
But he anticipates some mudslinging from his opponents  
Mark Arner STAFF WRITER   
Published: July 9, 1998 
Mayor Art Madrid predicts mudslinging but promises manners on his part as he seeks a third term in this 
city of 65,000 residents.  
The 63-year-old mayor has faced his share of tough campaigns. In 1994, his opponents staged an 
unsuccessful petition drive to recall him. He also had a long and well-publicized feud with former La Mesa 
Mayor Fred Nagel, whom he defeated twice, in 1990 and 1994 elections.  
Madrid is unopposed right now. But the filing period doesn't open until Monday. The election is Nov. 3.  
"There are special interests," he said, "who have found an opponent to run against me."  
Madrid has lived in La Mesa 41 years and has served on the City Council since 1981, first as a 
councilman from 1981 to 1990. He has also served much of that time on the region's transportation and 
growth planning board, the San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG). Last month, Madrid was 
elected to serve as SANDAG's president for a year.  
While on the council, Madrid has established a high profile by supporting gun control and growth control 
and by cracking down on prostitution on downtown streets. One controversial method he spearheaded 
was to publicize the names and pictures of people who had been arrested for soliciting prostitutes.  
Madrid's home has been papered with racist literature, and last year an unarmed practice grenade was 
placed near his porch in a box. He criticized the vandals, comparing them to animals.  
"Being honest and candid has at times made me controversial," Madrid told a group of about 20 
supporters who gathered yesterday at a downtown restaurant to support his re-election campaign. "I want 
to tell you that it's not going to be an easy campaign."  
But he's confident.  
"My promises to the voters have been kept," he said in a prepared statement. "The physical 
improvements the city has undergone are everywhere. The positive changes in our quality of life, and the 
improved response to everyday needs of our residents by a highly professional and competent employee 
group grows each day."  
For the next four years, Madrid said, he wants to increase citizen participation, push plans to expand the 
civic center and build more recreational projects for youth.  
Madrid also offered his views on several topics:  
[] On growth control: he supports and helped gather signatures for a proposed growth control ballot 
measure, the Rural Heritage and Watershed Initiative, that recently qualified for the November ballot.  
"We do not have a transportation problem," he said. "We have a land-use problem . . . We're trying to 
force 10 pounds of bologna in three pounds of bologna skin."  
[] On a proposal by two county supervisors to help finance a proposed baseball park in downtown San 
Diego: "Before they start playing with our money, "they ought to start paying back the cities that have 
already been overcharged for trash (through landfill fees), and for booking fees."  
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