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La Mesa mayor lists city's '95 successes  
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The city made strides in 1995 to open a major retail center, build new parks and undertake sorely needed 
infrastructure repairs.  
These and other accomplishments were reviewed Tuesday in Mayor Art Madrid's fifth annual state-of-the-
city report. 
"Many of the successes we have enjoyed during the past year were achieved because of the expanded 
working relationships between individuals, departments and, in some cases, external partners," Madrid 
wrote in the six-page report he read to the City Council. 
"If we are to maintain quality-of-life standards that are synonymous with La Mesa, we need to be more 
visionary, demonstrate imagination and be willing to make policy decisions no matter how difficult," he 
said. 
La Mesa's outstanding citizens of 1995, as named by Madrid, were Howard Gordon, a volunteer and 
chairman of the city's Commission on Aging, and Norma Reed, La Mesa Dale Elementary School 
principal. Downtown goldsmith Terry Whyte was named businessman of the year. 
Reviewing the city's progress in economic development, Madrid listed eight projects, including the 
planned Gateway Center on Fletcher Parkway. Scheduled for completion late this year, the project -- 
undertaken in partnership with a private investment group -- will bring a Price Club store and more than 
100,000 square feet of new retail space to La Mesa. 
Madrid lauded redevelopment plans for the Briercrest and La Mesita parks in northern La Mesa. The 
Briercrest overhaul will include a rehabilitation center for people with spinal injuries. La Mesita Park is 
slated to become a multifield complex for outdoor sports. 
Another redevelopment project deemed noteworthy by the mayor was the Campina Court Apartments, a 
60-unit complex for low- to moderate-income renters. The project won an "orchid" award in last year's 
annual contest for architecture and development. 
Madrid listed several accomplishments in what he called "quality of life" issues. Topping his list was the 
continuation of efforts begun in 1994 to deter street prostitution by publishing photographs of "johns" in an 
East County newspaper. 
Other endeavors hailed by the mayor included more than $1.2 million in sewer and storm drain repairs, a 
$1 million renovation of Spring Street and a comprehensive internal study outlining $58 million in capital-
improvement needs over the next 10 years. 
The mayor praised La Mesa's volunteers, who he said donated more than 100,000 hours of time and 
saved the city more than $2 million. 
Madrid also lauded his council colleagues, the city management staff and all La Mesa employees, who he 
noted were given pay bonuses last summer "as a token of our respect for their loyalty and hard work."  
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