
 

   
 

Evening Tribune (San Diego, CA) 

La Mesa mayor calls state of city excellent  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: February 27, 1987 
Last year's efforts to improve the quality of life in La Mesa proved successful, placing the city in excellent 
condition for 1987, Mayor Fred Nagel says.  
"Your city today is in excellent financial condition," Nagel said this week in his annual address on the state 
of the city. 
Nagel's 20-minute address focused mostly on the redevelopment of Fletcher Parkway, improvement of 
the west central entrance into the city along the El Cajon Boulevard corridor, law enforcement activities, 
and the development of the last piece of open space in the city -- 192 acres in the Eastridge area. 
Optimism pervaded his speech even on the topic of the long-awaited downtown La Mesa Village Plaza 
project which was expected to be completed this year. 
Nagel said the fact that the Sorrento Valley-based developer, Commonwealth Companies, has put up 
between $500,000 to $700,000 is "certainly an indication of the developer's commitment to complete this 
project as planned." 
It's been more than a year since Commonwealth was expected to begin the multimillion-dollar, mixed-use 
project in the center of the city's downtown. But the developer is still seeking funding, while the parcel, on 
the corner of Spring Street and La Mesa Boulevard, remains vacant. 
Other more successful accomplishments were given more attention, such as the 17-acre Fletcher 
Parkway redevelopment project, near Amaya and Fletcher Parkway. That project will result in the 
construction of 380 apartment units, the improvement of Northmont Park, and the design of a trolley 
station near the development. 
Nagel also pointed out that La Mesa was ranked as the third safest city in the county last year. 
This year, Nagel said, folks can look forward to movement in downtown redevelopment, the beginning of 
construction for the trolley system through La Mesa and the return of a supermarket in the La Mesa 
Springs Shopping Center. Gemco department store closed late last year. 
"Every department, every employee, and many of our citizens played an important part in the successes 
of 1986," Nagel said. "I know your city council will agree with me when I say the state of La Mesa, your 
city, is excellent, and your help continues to make the difference."  
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