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La Mesa mayor becomes target of recall effort  
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A group of residents is launching a recall campaign -- the first ever in the city -- against Mayor Art Madrid, 
whose term expires in November.  
The 25-member group, Citizens for Good Government, is spearheaded by two recreational-vehicle 
owners whose frustrations with Madrid began two years ago in debates over RV parking on residential 
streets.  
The group leaders, O. Reed Sauter and Barry Roth, say the recall campaign is not about the RV issue.  
"This is not a hate campaign," said Sauter, 85. "We don't think the mayor is qualified to be in any public 
office, and we want to make an example out of him."  
Madrid -- who was elected mayor in 1990 and has been on the City Council since 1981 -- was served at 
his home Tuesday with an official notice of intent to file a recall petition.  
The notice, bearing 22 signatures, accuses the mayor of "malfeasance of office and failure to fulfill 
campaign promises."  
Madrid, who was out of town Wednesday, yesterday said the group's allegations were "outrageous lies."  
"There are no grounds for a recall other than their own personal political vendetta against me," he said. 
"This is a classic example of a dishonest, manipulative effort to create a nonexistent problem."  
Madrid, 59, has until Tuesday to respond to the notice. Then the group must submit a proposed recall 
petition to the city clerk, who has 10 days to review it for format requirements.  
From that point, the petitioners would have 120 days to collect the required signatures of 20 percent of 
the city's registered voters.  
As of this week, La Mesa had 33,064 voters registered, and Clerk Anita Underwood said the number is 
likely to increase as the election nears.  
Sauter and Ross say their aim is to get the recall question on the November ballot. To do so, they would 
have to gather the necessary signatures by mid-August to meet county registrar deadlines, Underwood 
said.  
She said the recall drive would cost the city about $21,000. Costs include having to validate petition 
signatures and paying for extra space on the November ballot.  
The recall notice blames the mayor for a litany of woes ranging from gang violence to racial unrest to a 
planned SDG&E natural gas pipeline through the city. Madrid said the allegations are ridiculous.  
As for launching a recall drive when voters already will be deciding the next mayor, Sauter said the goal is 
to pressure Madrid out of the race. Madrid said that will not happen.  
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