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La Mesa mayor assails racist leaflets spread in his neighborhood  
Mark Arner STAFF WRITER   
Published: January 23, 1997 
Mayor Art Madrid said yesterday that he was not intimidated by more than 100 racist leaflets, including 
one falsely portraying him as an illegal immigrant, that were dumped in his front yard.  
"How can you fear anyone who doesn't have the principles or the guts to face you personally to address 
their view?" Madrid said. "They rely on the cover of darkness to spew their venom." 
Madrid used similar words Sunday to denounce vandals who had sprayed racist graffiti on the walls of the 
La Mesa Community Center. 
The vandalism early Sunday occurred a few hours before the city held an event honoring Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. 
In comments that were broadcast and appeared in print, Madrid compared those vandals to animals that 
"sneak around . . . in the night." 
Madrid said he noticed the racist fliers at his home about 6:30 a.m. yesterday when he got up to get his 
newspaper. The fliers also littered dozens of lawns near his Tufts Street residence. 
"There were leaflets just spewed all over the place, on the lawn and the flower plants," he said. 
One of the fliers stated that Madrid had "offended all citizens of La Mesa with hate comments directed at 
all White citizens in a tirade for Mexican votes." It ended by demanding a "public apology from our 
inconsiderate mayor." 
Said Madrid: "The city of La Mesa will never apologize to racists, period. 
"I am not going to allow it to become a personal issue. I happen to be the mayor, but this is against the 
city of La Mesa." 
Capt. Alan Lanning of the La Mesa Police Department said similar racist leaflets have been distributed in 
neighborhoods in San Diego and North County, but he added that such activity was "very infrequent" and 
had "no apparent pattern." 
"We'll take every investigative measure available to see who is responsible for this crime and to prosecute 
them," Lanning said. 
No suspects had been identified by late yesterday. 
Madrid's address and telephone number have long been listed in the telephone directory, and the mayor 
said he does not plan to lower his profile. 
"If I ask people to support me (for election)," Madrid said, "they should have access to me, particularly on 
weekends when they have concerns. As far as I'm concerned, what they (the leafleteers) want is for me 
to go underground, but I speak against that hate." 
Madrid, whose ancestors came from Spain, said he has been an American citizen his entire life.  
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