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Voters here could be asked to consider a bond measure next year that would replace two of the city's 
aging public safety facilities and repair a third.  
The cost of the projects has not been determined, but interim City Manager Sandy Kerl said the fire and 
police chiefs are working with architects to design new buildings for their departments. 
The measure would be the first public bond in city history, Kerl said. It's expected to appear on the March 
ballot. 
The facilities are outdated and could crumble in a large earthquake, crippling communications and 
emergency services in the city, Kerl said. 
The police headquarters at Allison Avenue near Spring Street was built in 1966 to serve about 18 
employees. The 17,000-square-foot facility now serves four times that number, Police Chief Cliff Resch 
said. 
An old gun range occupies about 5,500 square feet of the building and is unusable because it is 
contaminated with lead, he said. 
"We haven't kept up with modern technology and crime-fighting techniques," Resch said. "The station is 
old and deteriorating and it does not meet earthquake standards." 
The main fire station on Allison and University avenues originally housed one engine company and three 
firefighters who responded to about 300 calls a year when it was built in 1952. Now the station is home to 
five pieces of equipment and about 10 firefighters and paramedics who respond to 2,500 calls annually. 
The station is so small that two units must be parked outside, something Fire Chief Doug Matter said 
slows response times. 
"We have to lock everything up and secure the equipment, so when a call comes in, we can't just jump in 
and go," he said. 
The bond would also pay for repairs on Fire Station No. 13 on Grossmont Boulevard. Like the other 
buildings, the station does not meet modern earthquake safety standards. 
Mayor Art Madrid said the city's public safety facilities are simply too old and small to serve a city of about 
60,000 residents. Madrid predicted cost estimates for the projects will be available in about six weeks. 
If approved, landowners would repay the bond through property tax assessments on their annual bills. 
Typically, assessments are based on the amount of the bond and the assessed value of the property. 
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