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La Mesa may pull out of park deal 
City tired of paying bulk of Harry Griffen maintenance costs  
Anne Krueger STAFF WRITER   
Published: July 9, 2003 
Tired of paying for most of the maintenance of Harry Griffen Regional Park, City Council members agreed 
yesterday to explore pulling out of a five-agency partnership that runs the park.  
City officials said the future of the 50-acre park on the eastern edge of La Mesa has yet to be determined 
if the agreement governing the park's operation and maintenance falls apart. 
The La Mesa council took the unanimous action after being told that the El Cajon City Council was 
withdrawing from the group that has been running the park since it opened in 1985. El Cajon, citing 
budget problems, has not contributed to the park's maintenance since 1996. 
La Mesa Mayor Art Madrid said the city could no longer afford to pay 80 percent of the costs of 
maintaining the park. He said the issue needed to be resolved before La Mesa's yearly city budget comes 
up for review next month. 
"We have to draw the line," Madrid said. "Between now and Aug. 12, we'd better see some movement on 
this." 
Harry Griffen Park is overseen by a group that consists of the county, Grossmont Union High School 
District, Helix Water District, La Mesa and El Cajon. Although each agency votes on an advisory 
committee, La Mesa is the lead agency on maintenance and park use. 
The park is on land owned by the water district. In 2000, El Cajon council members rejected efforts to 
renew funding for the park. They said they were disturbed by the La Mesa council's decision to allow 
youth soccer at the park. They said organized sports violate an understanding that calls for the park to 
have only "passive" use. 
Before El Cajon's withdrawal of funds, La Mesa and El Cajon had agreed to pay 80 percent of the park's 
annual park maintenance budget. The county and the water district divided the remainder. 
Yvonne Garrett, La Mesa's director of community services, said La Mesa has contributed more than $3.2 
million toward the park's operations through the years, while the water district has contributed $1.1 
million. El Cajon contributed $915,000, while the county contributed $412,000. 
Council members said they believed that the park was a regional asset for East County that many El 
Cajon residents used. Madrid said the cost of running the park needs to be shared. 
"I don't think it's fair for this jurisdiction to be left with the burden of subsidizing it," Madrid said.  
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