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Last day on job a sad one 
City employees laid off in La Mesa  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
Published: June 26, 1992 
If you call the city switchboard this morning, don't be surprised if the voice on the other end of the line sounds a little 
choked up.  
It's Anna Boyd's last day as the front-counter receptionist, and her heart is breaking. 
The 27-year-old single mother is being laid off, along with nine other employees, because La Mesa -- like municipalities 
across the state -- is having budget problems. 
In times like these, politicians talk about making tough decisions. 
Here is where they have a human face. 
"I love my job," Boyd said yesterday. "This was the only stable thing in my life right now, other than my family." 
Ironically, Boyd didn't really need the part-time position when she landed it 3 1/2 years ago. She'd just had her second 
child. Her husband brought in a good income. Answering the phone and offering friendly greetings at City Hall 4 1/2 hours 
a day was a way to make extra money and still have afternoons with her kids. 
But about a year ago, her marriage fell apart. Suddenly Boyd was raising two children on what was supposed to be a 
second income. 
"It's a very inopportune time" to be out of work, she said. "I'm on a real tight budget right now, and I just can't imagine 
what, without my job, I'm going to do. I know unemployment doesn't pay much. I just have to have faith in the Lord." 
Boyd recalls the shock of being called into her supervisor's office late last month and being given the news. 
"All of a sudden, boom -- you're laid off," she said. "It's hard." The labor union that represents most of La Mesa's 250 
employees had worked on a plan with the city manager to minimize staff cuts by increasing user fees. The City Council 
rejected that proposal this week in a 4-1 vote, with Mayor Art Madrid in the minority. 
Maxine Lynch, a negotiating member of the employees association, doesn't know how many jobs that $150,000 in fees 
might have saved, but her hopes sank with the vote Tuesday night. 
"It's frustrating," she said yesterday. "We geared up and had hoped that we could save all jobs and find other options. In 
reality, all we did was save police and fire jobs." 
The union is bracing for more layoffs as the state -- with an enormous deficit of its own -- is considering cuts that could put 
La Mesa another $3 million in the hole. 
In the grand scheme of things, 10 layoffs might not seem like much -- "except to those 10 people and their families," said 
Lynch, "or if you have a feeling you may be one of the next." 
For her part, Boyd -- who was born, raised and educated in the East County -- is trying hard to be stoic. She doesn't let 8-
year-old daughter and 4-year-old son to see her cry, because she doesn't want them to be frightened. She understands 
budgets and politics, but she doesn't want to feel bitter or angry or sad. 
It's getting harder, though, to hold off the tears. "This has been the best employer I ever had," she said. "It's a family here. 
It's like losing a family." 
The loss cuts both ways. With Boyd, who is bilingual, and her recently hired afternoon counterpart both laid off, the 
switchboard and front counter will have to be staffed by an accounting clerk from the finance department. Things won't get 
done as quickly or as smoothly. 
But Boyd, who catches herself answering her home phone "Good morning, city of La Mesa," has other concerns now -- 
like child care, groceries and a $700 rent. Like finding another job. 
"I've been looking. It's been very discouraging," she said. "I don't think it's really hit me yet that I'm not going to be here 
next week. Sometimes I think that City Hall's going to close if I don't answer the phone." 
Boyd tells herself things will work out, that she's a good worker with good skills and a good attitude. Maybe she can find 
an opening as a data processor, which was the best part of her job between calls at City Hall. Or maybe she'll go back to 
college and become a court reporter, as she's dreamed. 
"I will be fine," she said. "I have a lot of faith in the man upstairs. I pray a lot. 
"In Spanish, we have a saying: 'God tightens, but he doesn't choke.' He's letting me know that I need to come to a 
decision about what I'm going to do with my life."  
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