
  

 
San Diego Union-Tribune, The (CA) 

La Mesa joins trend, will set up a Web site  
Mark Arner STAFF WRITER   
Published: October 15, 1998 
The city is heading into the Information Age. Finally.  
La Mesa is poised to become the second-to-last city in the county to develop its own Web site on the 
Internet -- possibly by Christmas.  
Its next-door neighbor, Lemon Grove, has reserved a Web address, but officials there predict that they 
will be the last folks to post one.  
The La Mesa City Council enthusiastically agreed this week to solicit proposals to design and maintain a 
Web site with a budget of $15,000. It hopes to open it in December.  
"I think it's real exciting, and I think we should do this," Councilwoman Ruth Sterling said before the 
unanimous vote Tuesday. Mayor Art Madrid endorsed the idea of seeking sponsorships from businesses 
to help cover the costs of maintaining the Web site.  
That idea came from Bob Parrott, director of research of the San Diego Association of Governments.  
Parrott said that the city of San Diego and San Diego County have extensive Web sites and that several 
smaller cities, including Escondido, Vista and Chula Vista, have "fairly dynamic" Web sites.  
Escondido offers a customer feedback form, a community calendar and property records.  
Costs vary for city Web sites, from $1,300 to $3,500 for a site with a moderate number of Web pages and 
$5,000 to $20,000 for more complex interactive Web sites. Updating Web pages costs $30 to $350 per 
month.  
Christine Taub, Lemon Grove's computer-savvy city clerk, said her city has been "unofficially" chatting 
about a city Web site for months.  
Things may become a little more official.  
"Now that La Mesa has taken action," Taub said, "we'll probably get it on the agenda."  
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