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La Mesa hunts for new city manager via videotape  
Donald Coleman Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: April 13, 1988 
The La Mesa City Council will be part of a video presentation in its search for a new city manager.  
An executive search firm hired by the council uses such presentations to screen applicants. The firm will 
videotape the council to let prospective managers see and hear council members. 
Finalists are to be interviewed in person. 
In a 3-1 vote yesterday afternoon, the management firm of Hughes-Heiss & Associates of San Mateo was 
hired to conduct the search. Councilman Ernest Ewin was absent. Councilman Art Madrid voted against 
hiring the company. He said he opposed using videotapes instead of interviewing all candidates first-
hand. 
"It's a dating game," Madrid said. 
According to a Hughes-Heiss report, the firm will tape council members' views about the kind of manager 
they are looking for. The tape will be played for candidates, who then will be taped answering questions 
put to them by the council. 
About 10 to 15 videotapes will be shown to the council. From those, four or five are to be selected for in-
person interviews. 
Hughes-Heiss will receive $17,000 for helping the council name a successor to City Manager Ron 
Bradley, who will leave the job Friday. He has resigned to become city manager of Oceanside next 
month. 
The council has named Gayle Martin interim manager. Martin, 69, was La Mesa city manager from 1975 
until 1980, when he retired. 
Bradley said Hughes-Heiss was one of nine firms that submitted proposals to help select a new city 
manager. Bradley recommended Hughes-Heiss and Shannon Associates of Sacramento. 
The council chose Hughes-Heiss. The company also is conducting organizational studies of police 
departments in El Cajon and Oceanside. 
Shannon Associates aided the council in selecting a manager in 1980, when Martin resigned. It found 
Bradley for the job. At the time, he was La Mesa director of finance. 
Yesterday's meeting was Bradley's last with the council. 
Mayor Fred Nagel praised Bradley, 48, for his 19 years with the city, beginning in 1969 as a police officer. 
"He has so many talents it will be difficult to find someone to replace him," Nagel said. 
Said Bradley: "It's been a quick 19 years."  
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