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La Mesa hires firm to draw up plan for park amphitheater  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: February 27, 1987 
Organized sports may not be allowed at Harry Griffen Park in La Mesa, but organized entertainment will 
get its own stage.  
Halsey Design Group, a San Diego landscape-architect firm, was hired by the city of La Mesa to design 
an amphitheater at the west end of the park that would not cost more than $58,800. 
The proposed open-air theater will maintain a natural design with grassy aisles and seats built into a 
natural terrain. It will contain a permanent stage and seating area for 350 people at daytime events such 
as weddings, jazz concerts, small theater groups and other special events. 
The turf-covered reservoir portion of the park has been the center of off-and-on controversy between 
residents and athletes since it opened in June 1985. 
It has attracted remote-control aircraft enthusiasts as well as organized sports teams. 
In the past, residents whose property about the north and east ends of the park have said their main 
complaint was noise at the park, which is designated for passive use. 
But this time, Public Works Director Jim O'Grady said he has already talked to residents within 300 feet of 
the park about the size of the amphitheater and the kind of entertainment they would find acceptable. 
"Unless all those residents moved out, they are the same ones that will complain about a bird flying over 
their property," said Councilman Art Madrid, who in the past has supported the limited use of the park as 
a practice field. "I'm totally delighted (with the idea) if they're in agreement." 
Residents will be invited to attend workshops throughout the evolution of the project, O'Grady said. 
Already incorporated within the design plans of the amphitheater is a stipulation that no permanent sound 
amplification will be installed. Nor will there be rock concerts at the park, said City Manager Ron Bradley. 
"Drama and singing, yes," he said. 
Councilman Ernie Ewin, who raised questions about the noise level, said, "I don't want to see the 
passivity of that park jeopardized." 
The amphitheater will be shell-shaped and designed in a way that would help direct sound away from 
residents and toward the audience, O'Grady said. 
And the scheduled events will require advance approval by the council, Mayor Fred Nagel added. 
Money to fund the construction of the amphitheater will come out of a combination of grant funds in the 
city's capital-improvement budget and a $15,749 contribution from the city of El Cajon, which borders the 
park. 
The 50-acre park is unique in that it was developed jointly by five public agencies -- El Cajon, the Helix 
Water District, the Grossmont Union High School District, the county of San Diego and La Mesa. It 
includes a picnic area, walking and jogging trails and a play area for children. The amphitheater addition 
is expected to be completed by next year.  

 
Copyright 1987, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 

 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/

