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La Mesa gun-permit proposal withdrawn  
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Two city councilmen last night withdrew their controversial proposal to make La Mesa the only city in the 
county to issue its own concealed-weapons permits.  
Councilmen Jay LaSuer and Barry Jantz made the announcement at the outset of an emotional meeting 
at the La Mesa Community Center. 
More than 300 gun-control advocates and opponents had come for what was to be a council vote on the 
weapons-permit proposal introduced Feb. 27. 
But before the debate got started, LaSuer and Jantz withdrew the proposal and substituted another. They 
suggested having a "task force" of two council members and the police chief meet with Sheriff Bill 
Kolender to review the current concealed-weapons program administered by the county. 
"It is our hope . . . that all parties will discuss issues and concerns as well as reach some common 
ground," Jantz said, reading from a prepared statement. 
The weapons-permit proposal seemed headed for defeat even before the meeting was convened. It had 
been approved 4-1 "in concept" when introduced last month, but Councilwomen Donna Alm and Ruth 
Sterling last week stated they would join Mayor Art Madrid in opposing it. 
The councilwomen said they had voted yes only to get more information, not because they endorsed the 
proposal. 
In a report presented to the council last night, Police Chief Walt Mitchell recommended that the city stay 
with the sheriff's screening process, which has been in place for more than 20 years. 
He said having one issuing authority maintains consistency and prevents "permit-shopping" between 
jurisdictions. He also said implementing the system in La Mesa would be duplicative and expensive, with 
overhead costs of about $180 per application. 
"The cost of operating a CCW (carrying a concealed weapon) permit process through the Police 
Department would be greater than the revenues generated in allowable fees," Mitchell wrote. "Most of the 
cost of that process would be subsidized through other city revenues." 
Even after the proposal had been withdrawn, dozens of speakers wanted to talk about it. La Mesa 
residents in opposition were given the microphone first. 
"This proposal is out of direction with the character of La Mesa," said Rita Collier, a 30-year resident. "We 
do not need to carry guns to feel safe." 
Another 30-year La Mesa resident, Bill Bruner, said fear is what makes people to want to carry guns. 
"Public policy developed out of fear is bad public policy," he said. "I think weapons are dangerous, and I 
do not want more in this community." 
Proponents were to speak later in the meeting, which was expected to last well into the night. As of press 
time, the council had not voted on the substitute motion for a task force. 
Rick Knepper, a planning commissioner and former council candidate, urged the council to put the issue 
to rest once and for all last night. 
"Here we are spending money on staff to research this, and now you want to form a task force and spend 
more money," he said. "Surely there are some other issues in La Mesa that are more important than this.  
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