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La Mesa graffiti law makes parents clean up, cough up  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
Published: December 17, 1993 
Parents will have to help clean up their kids' graffiti, and pay fines covering the costs, under a new 
ordinance approved by the City Council.  
The ordinance, passed unanimously Tuesday, also requires businesses selling graffiti implements such 
as spray paint and felt-tip markers to keep them locked up or in constant view to prevent shoplifting. 
The measure takes effect in February, 30 days after a required second approval. It brings La Mesa in line 
with other county municipalities that have enacted similar anti-graffiti ordinances. 
"We've tried . . . to have a voluntary control system in La Mesa," Councilman Jay LaSeur said. "But I tell 
you I'm really getting tired of seeing graffiti in this city." 
This week's action strengthens a November 1992 ordinance that subjects graffiti vandals to cleanup work 
as punishment. That measure also established a graffiti hot line -- 466-3789 -- and requires store owners 
to quickly remove scrawlings or pay the city's costs to paint them out. 
In April, the council went farther by calling for parental involvement in cleanup crews, but only in certain 
instances after case-by-case reviews. The council also sought voluntary help from businesses, asking 
them to keep graffiti implements under lock and key. 
The city's graffiti abatement officer, Mike Gleason, said an undetermined number of young vandals had 
been put on community service projects -- including graffiti removal -- under the 1992 ordinance. In at 
least two cases, parents participated in paint-outs with their kids in keeping with the council's April 
directive, he said. 
A Police Department report presented to the council last month said graffiti had declined under the 1992 
ordinance, but council members wanted still more teeth in the measure. 
Under the new ordinance, minors or adults caught spraying graffiti are subject to six to 80 hours of 
community service, with the number of hours determined by the cost of repairs divided by the minimum 
wage. 
For minors, at least one parent or guardian will have to join in 50 percent or more of the cleanup work. 
Parents also will be subject to fines of up to $10,000 to cover costs of graffiti removal. 
Although state law already prohibits selling graffiti implements to minors, the La Mesa ordinance places 
added responsibilities on businesses to prevent shoplifting, which police say is the main way teen-agers 
obtain the spray paint and markers used. 
Stores carrying such items must keep them in locked cabinets, in display cases behind sales counters or 
"in an area under the direct visual supervision of employees at all times," the ordinance states. 
Mayor Art Madrid said that, while he wants to promote a city image of being "business-friendly," he 
agreed that the added measures would send a strong message that graffiti will not be tolerated. 
The council decided to review the ordinance in four months to see whether other changes are warranted.  
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