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La Mesa gets toxics plant to relocate  
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The Phoenix Research Corp., which manufactures two highly toxic gases, will relocate under pressure 
from city officials who said they were concerned about a possible disaster.  
The decision to move out of this East County community was announced by the president of Union 
Carbide in a letter to La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel. Phoenix Research is a subsidiary of Union Carbide. 
H.F. Tomfohrde, president of the Danbury, Conn.-based company, wrote that "although Phoenix 
Research has operated at its present site for the past 12 years without incident, we believe a more 
suitable location can be found and we have requested Phoenix Research to move its facilities at the 
earliest possible date." 
A spokesman for Phoenix Research said the company had no comment about the decision. 
Nagel yesterday said he was thrilled by Tomfohrde's announcement and that he was overwhelmed by the 
corporation's quick response to a letter he wrote urging the closure of the local plant. 
"Their response came so soon and it was so positive," Nagel said. "My faith in corporate America has 
been restored as it relates to concern for the public and for the public safety." 
Nagel wrote Tomfohrde earlier this month after it came to light that Phoenix Research, located on 
Alvarado Road, manufactures arsine and phosphine gases. 
Phoenix Research uses the gases in the production of silicon chips. Inhaling a large amount of either 
colorless gas reportedly can cause death or severe injury. 
"I would hope for this (the relocation) to become your highest priority before we have an occurrence 
similar to Bhopal, India, or Institute, W. Va., here in La Mesa," Nagel wrote. 
A gas leak last year in Bhopal killed more than 1,700 and injured an estimated 200,000. A leak last year 
at another Union Carbide plant in West Virginia caused the evacuation of hundreds of residents and 
made 140 people sick. 
A spokesman for Union Carbide, Victor Chase, told the Associated Press yesterday that the corporation 
does not have a specific date for the move, but is exploring other West Coast sites for relocation. 
"But beyond that, we don't know" where the plant will be moved, Chase said. 
Phoenix officials recently had agreed to take several new safety precautions at the city's request. 
However, Nagel said he was most concerned with the human factor. 
"No one may predict when human breakdown will occur and experience tells us that given time, it will," he 
said. 
To insure that "something like this will never happen again," Nagel said, a proposal modifying existing 
zoning laws will go before the City Council on Tuesday. 
"We are proposing an amendment to the zoning ordinance that will prohibit the manufacture of dangerous 
gases or liquids anywhere in the city," Nagel said. "This won't happen again." 
Dave Hodes of La Mesa has been circulating petitions since December asking that the local plant close. 
He had collected at least 4,000 signatures on the petitions. La Mesa has a population of 53,000. 
"I'm turning backflips at the news," said Hodes, 35. "I am really happy." 
Hodes has been a resident of La Mesa for 25 years. He and his family have lived about a mile away from 
the plant for about six years. 
"We were definitely downwind," Hodes said. "I just hope this doesn't cause too much trouble for the 
people out of jobs, that this doesn't cause anybody any hardships." 
There are between 20 to 30 people employed at the plant, Nagel said.  
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