
 

 
San Diego Union-Tribune, The (CA) 

La Mesa fire station at issue 
50-year-old building may prompt a bond  
Matthew T. Hall STAFF WRITER   
Published: June 8, 2002 
The 50-year-old central fire station has become an embarrassment for some of the firefighters.  
The roof is patched, cockroaches come and go, and the tiny garage doubles as a gym. Two firetrucks 
share space on the apparatus floor with two treadmills, two stair-steppers, a stationary bike and a weight 
set. 
"It's kind of embarrassing when people come to visit," Capt. Steven Fernandes said. "You almost have to 
apologize." 
The station and a nearby 36-year-old police station are so inadequate that city officials are considering 
the unprecedented step of asking voters to support a $10 million to $15 million bond to replace them. 
On Tuesday, City Manager Dave Wear will recommend that the City Council spend up to $100,000 for 
consultants to study how to finance the public safety project. 
One option would be through a bond measure, Wear said. Other alternatives could involve some 
combination of business license fees, sales taxes, property taxes and transient occupancy taxes. 
Wear estimated that a new fire station could cost $4 million and a new police station could cost up to $10 
million. Repairs for a fire station on the eastern edge of the city could cost an additional $1 million. 
Wear said no money is available in the city's budget for the stations. His projections show the city's 
general fund reserves could drop by nearly $4 million to balance the budget in the coming fiscal year. 
He said the city has never asked voters to approve a general obligation bond. It would require two-thirds 
approval of the voters, and probably wouldn't appear on a ballot before March 2004. 
Wear said it was too early to predict how people would vote on a bond measure because they haven't 
heard the arguments on either side. 
"There's a huge support for public safety," Wear said. "(But) residents in La Mesa may not think there's a 
problem." 
Fire Chief Doug Matter and Police Chief Cliff Resch will appear before the council at Tuesday's meeting. 
Both say a bond measure seems to be the best way to pay for stations, given the state of the economy. 
"It's a waste of public dollars to try to improve these facilities beyond where they are today," Matter said. 
Resch said the number of police officers working at his station has nearly doubled since the building 
opened in 1966. The staff has grown from 34 officers to 66, and from six civilian employees to 27. 
The station's 20 rooms have been turned into 44 to handle the growth, he said. Inside, access to some 
doors has been cut off by cabinets and portable walls. Some rooms are spacious. Others are small. 
Resch concedes that the fire station is in worse shape than his department. He said he would shelve his 
request if the council didn't want to ask voters for money to replace both buildings. 
A telephone poll of three council members yesterday indicated there are probably enough votes to put the 
issue to the voters. Council members Rick Knepper and Ruth Sterling did not respond to phone calls. 
Mayor Art Madrid and council members Dave Allan and Barry Jantz said they would support a bond vote 
if a consultant recommended it. 
Inside the central fire station, firefighters realize the decision is out of their hands. 
"We'd like a new station, but we understand it's expensive," Fernandes said. "We'll take what we can get." 
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