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La Mesa faces new tests for underground oil leak  
Tom Hays Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: June 29, 1988 
Leaking oil that soaked into the ground at what is now a La Mesa redevelopment site is soaking the city 
government as well.  
The La Mesa City Council, sitting as the city's redevelopment agency, last night learned that the city must 
conduct another battery of tests to see whether the oil has contaminated ground water at the site of the 
proposed La Mesa Village Plaza. 
The city initially thought the problem was confined to topsoil, Mayor Fred Nagel said after the meeting. 
"We didn't know that water was involved," Nagel said. "We're still keeping our fingers crossed that the 
(water) contamination is at such a low level it will not require further cleanup." 
The San Diego County Health Department's Division of Hazardous Materials has asked the city to drill 
nine wells for the water tests. The drilling and testing should take about 10 days, Nagel said. The cost is 
undetermined. 
Removal or stabilization of the contaminated soil is expected to cost the city as much as $200,000. Nagel 
said the city so far has spent $80,000 since authorizing "emergency work" at the site, mostly for tests to 
determine the extent of contamination. 
The city, which has owned the land since 1979, discovered the underground water source during 
preliminary soil excavations. Although considered a "non-beneficial" source, environmental laws require 
the testing and possible cleanup of the water. 
The contamination problem arose in May, shortly before the city expected to close a deal with the site 
developer, Commonwealth Cos. Inc. of Sorrento Valley. Commonwealth still hopes to build a complex of 
condominiums and retail and office buildings on the 5.6-acre site. 
City officials contend that the contamination was caused by underground fuel storage tanks used by the 
state Department of Forestry when its local headquarters was on the site from 1936 to 1968. 
The redevelopment agency has voted to sue the department if state officials reject a written demand to 
contribute to the cost of the cleanup.  
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