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La Mesa eyes live-in ranger in Griffen Park  
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Financing questions must be resolved before a full-time ranger is stationed in a mobile home in Harry 
Griffen Park.  
The El Cajon and La Mesa city councils this week endorsed placing a ranger station near the entry to the 
park, adjacent to where a 350-seat amphitheater is planned. 
The proposal is a response to residents who have complained about noise and safety problems at the 50-
acre park. 
Under the proposal, someone who already owns a mobile home which could be placed on the site would 
be recruited to live in the La Mesa park, at the old Grossmont Reservoir near the El Cajon boundary. 
It would cost about $30,000 to prepare the site, including landscaping and utility extensions and $3,600 a 
year for maintenance. In exchange for patrolling the park, the ranger would receive free rent and utilities. 
A committee of representatives from the county, the Helix Water District, the Grossmont Union High 
School District and the two cities approved the idea last month, but did not resolve financing plans. 
Representatives at the meeting said they had to take the issue before their governing boards. 
This week, both city councils authorized their representatives to return to the committee in January to 
negotiate financing. 
However, council members from both cities said they are hesitant to support the project if they are alone 
in financing it. 
"This makes me mad, since Helix gave us the land to build the park and I think Helix should absorb some 
of the cost," El Cajon Councilman Richard Smith said at Tuesday's council meeting. 
La Mesa Councilman Art Madrid also said he hopes all five agencies will contribute. "I'm hesitant about 
participating in any kind of mutual agreement where you have two or three (agencies) assuming the total 
responsibility," he said. 
Madrid said he prefers using volunteers from all five agencies to patrol the park, rather than the mobile-
home plan, which he says is too expensive. 
"I feel that we need to protect the privacy of those residents, but I feel we are absolutely using the wrong 
approach in trying to resolve the problem," Madrid said. "The recommendation, I think, is ludicrous." 
The park ranger solution was raised at an informal meeting of the two city councils in August, after nearly 
50 residents raised concerns about noise and safety. 
Most complaints centered on an especially loud party July 5, when 5,000 people jammed into the park. 
Residents said they had been promised that the park, which opened two years ago, would be "passive." 
La Mesa officials say they have repeatedly worked to keep the park uses passive. The council has 
banned remote-control model airplanes from the park and turned down youth soccer leagues which 
wanted to use the field. The council also shortened park hours and made landscaping changes. 
The east end of the park contains horseshoe pits and picnic areas. The amphitheater, expected to be 
completed by June, is planned for the middle of the park. The west end of the park will remain open 
space.  

 
Copyright 1987, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 

 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/

