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La Mesa expects to fill budget-rate motel gap  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: May 1, 1985 
Because of rising motel and hotel rates in San Diego, La Mesa is becoming a popular spot for build new 
accommodations for tourists.  
Three new motels now are under construction -- on University Avenue, Murray Drive and Fletcher 
Parkway -- and will be ready before the end of the year, said Brad Richter, assistant city planner for La 
Mesa. 
"Motels in La Mesa have almost tripled in the past two years," Mayor Fred Nagel said. "A look at the 
tourist market in San Diego and the costs for a room is proof alone that low-budget motels are needed." 
For example, the La Mesa Spring Street Motel, which opened last July, charges $31 a day. 
"Visitors are starting to look more into outlying areas for low-cost motels," Nagel said. "La Mesa is in good 
proximity to San Diego attractions, and families can stay here for under $50 a day." 
The new motels under construction are at 7911 University Ave., a 2-story, 54-room motel; at 9550 Murray 
Drive, 77 rooms and four stories; and at Fletcher Parkway and Baltimore Drive, a 104-room, four-story 
building. 
The motels are being constructed on land zoned for commercial use, which includes office buildings, 
banks and restaurants. La Mesa now has six motels. The "immediate need" is for more hotels, Nagel 
said. 
"We're not getting elegant palatial facilities. They're utilitarian in nature. They take care of the overnight 
businessman and family weeklong visits," Nagel said. 
"But we're (city council) being careful not to allow building of motels with kitchenettes for the more 
permanent visitors, because they attract the wrong kind of element," Nagel said. 
He said one or two more motels can be expected in the planning. 
Tourists will bring in about $500,000 a year in visitor tax alone," Nagel said. 
"They can contribute so much to the community's economy," he said. "The negative impact, which may 
include increased traffic flow and possibly the wrong type of use of the motels on occasions, will be far 
outweighed by the benefits." 
In 1984, 28.8 million people visited San Diego County. That same year, East County motels had a 75 
percent occupancy rate on a nightly basis, said Lucy Warren, marketing research manager for San Diego 
Covention and Visitors Bureau.  
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