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La Mesa enacts sewer charges based on amount of water used  
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Beginning in July, sewer bills will be based on the amount of water used and, in most cases will go up, 
under a plan approved by the City Council.  
The council voted 3-2 Tuesday in favor of a proposal by the public works department to shift residential 
sewer fees from a flat rate to one based on water consumption. Single-family homeowners will pay a 
base rate of $8.05 a month, plus $1.65 for every 100 cubic feet of water used, with a maximum bill of 
$26.26.  
A cubic foot is about 7 1/2 gallons.  
Water consumption by a household will be based on the amount it uses during the four rainiest months of 
the year -- November through February. During these months, outdoor watering is at a minimum and 
most of the water used goes into the sewer system, said public works director Cecil Leonardo.  
The average family uses 11 units of water -- with each unit equaling 100 cubic feet -- during those 
months, Leonardo said. Thus the average bill, under the new schedule, would be $26.20.  
The lowest bill would be $8.05 for a household that, for whatever reason, uses no water at all.  
Under the current flat-rate system, single-family homeowners pay $15.75 a month. The last increase was 
in December 1992, when residential rates went up 17 percent, from $13.45.  
Sewer rates will also climb significantly for owners of apartment buildings and commercial businesses, 
which already pay consumption-based fees plus monthly service charges.  
Base charges for multifamily and commercial users will increase 48 percent, to $8.05 from $5.45.  
Owners of multifamily buildings will pay an added charge of $1.85 for every 100 cubic feet of water used, 
a 54 percent increase over the current rate of $1.20.  
Consumption charges for commercial customers will range from $2.10 to $7.10 per 100 cubic feet, 
depending on the level of treatment needed to process their wastewater. The new rates for commercial 
categories -- requiring low, medium, high or extra-high treatment -- would go up by 56 to 62 percent from 
the current fees of $1.30 to $4.55 per 100-cubic-foot unit.  
Leonardo said the rate increases are needed to bring the city in compliance with environmental and 
equipment charges mandated by state and federal agencies, as well as the city of San Diego.  
At the meeting, owners of coin-operated laundries and apartment buildings opposed the rate increases, 
saying they would be adversely affected.  
Voting for the proposal were Mayor Art Madrid and Councilwomen Donna Alm and Ruth Sterling. 
Opposed were Councilmen Jay LaSuer and Barry Jantz.  
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