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La Mesa, El Cajon councils toe the line to discuss park  
EDDY McNEIL Staff Writer   
Published: August 20, 1992 
High noon. And already the chalk line was drawn in the grass of Harry Griffen Park.  
From La Mesa and El Cajon they came. And they sat on their respective turfs. And they talked, cordially, 
very cordially, about . . . 
. . . about what any two city councils would usually discuss -- money and resident complaints. 
The city councils of neighboring La Mesa and El Cajon assembled yesterday in an unusual joint meeting 
to discuss funding for the 7-year-old park, whose 50 acres lies within the limits of both cities. 
Because of a state law that allows city councils to meet only within their city limits, a long table was set up 
straddling the chalk line marking the cities' common border. 
Then, when council members took their seats, with red, white and blue crepepaper strung down the 
middle of the table to represent the border,La Mesans remained in La Mesa and El Cajon members 
remained in El Cajon. 
"There's a fairly obscure state law -- but one that's well known to our city attorney and the El Cajon city 
attorney -- that precludes city councils from meeting outside their jurisdictions," said Jim O'Grady, La 
Mesa's assistant city manager. 
The chalk line made everything legal. 
Taking full advantage of the unique venue, La Mesa officials even brought boxed picnic lunches along 
with them and delayed the meeting for about 20 minutes while they ate. 
The two cities shoulder most of the financial responsibility for the park under terms of a joint-powers 
agreement in which they and the Helix Water District, the county and the Grossmont Union High School 
District developed and operate the facility, which is staffed by a park ranger. 
Initially, the El Cajon council requested that subcommittees of each council meet to discuss residents' 
complaints and possible economic problems. 
But last month, La Mesa asked that the full councils meet because of concerns over future funding for the 
park in the face of state budget cutbacks and decreased sales tax revenues. 
Although most of the park lies within La Mesa's boundaries, El Cajon residents who live east of the rolling 
grassy meadows behind Grossmont High School are most affected by problems caused by park visitors. 
The park was built in the early 1980s partially on top of the Helix Water District's underground concrete 
Grossmont Reservoir, which holds 30 million gallons of water. It has been open to the public since 1985. 
Officials said the unusual session was the first of its kind in which they participated. 
"Fortunately, El Cajon and La Mesa adjoin one another so we could do it," O'Grady said. "If we tried to 
meet with another city, odds are we couldn't do it." 
Because the assemblage of city officials was considered a workshop, the councils did not take any formal 
action. But they did agree that the steering committee, comprising officials from all of the agencies 
involved in the joint-powers agreement, should meet quarterly rather than annually. 
El Cajon officials also passed along complaints by their residents who oppose granting permits to groups 
wanting to hold large parties near their homes and who are concerned that posted regulations are not 
always enforced. 
Several of the residents in the sparsely filled audience complained about people using bad language in 
the horseshoe pit and about people throwing rocks into back yards. 
Residents also have asked that a fence be erected around a drainage ditch in the park.  
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