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La Mesa delays on grant cuts 
Close vote foreseen April 11 on block funding for social agencies  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
Published: March 15, 1995 
After hearing pleas from nonprofit agencies for continued grant funding, the City Council deferred last 
night a final decision on possible cuts until next month.  
However, the four council members present voiced varying opinions about funding social services under 
the federal Community Development Block Grant program. Indications are that it may be another close 
vote -- as it was last year -- when the issue is decided April 11. 
For fiscal 1995-96, La Mesa is receiving $636,000 under the block grant program. Up to 15 percent of 
that, or $95,400, can be allocated to social service agencies. 
This year, 10 nonprofit agencies are receiving a total of $82,105, with grants ranging from $2,000 to 
$11,790. Only two of the grants exceed $10,000; most are less than half that amount. 
All but one of the agencies requested increases, but hoped to at least maintain the status quo. 
Mayor Art Madrid and Councilwoman Ruth Sterling indicated last night they favor continuing the funding 
either at current levels or at reductions of no more than 10 percent. 
Councilman Barry Jantz said he wants to shift some of the agency funds to a police program for which the 
city needs $24,000 to augment a crime-bill grant. 
He said he might favor across-the-board reductions of 10 percent or making deeper cuts to agencies 
whose budgets are high in government funding. 
The toughest stance was taken by Councilman Jay LaSuer. He said he would support some agencies -- 
he named four -- while slashing others, particularly the AIDS Foundation, which he has opposed for the 
past two years. 
LaSuer said he would shift the AIDS Foundation's current $3,000 grant to organizations such as Meals-
On-Wheels, the Mesa Valley Grove senior nutrition project, the Challenge Center and the YMCA -- 
groups he described as "the backbone of our society." 
LaSuer said he opposes the AIDS grant because the agency receives more than half of its $4.3 million 
budget from government sources. "We have such a small amount of money, I believe what we do give out 
should have some effect," he said. 
Councilwoman Donna Alm was absent from last night's meeting. 
Last year, the council initially voted to eliminate social service funding altogether and shift the money to 
capital projects. The decision was reversed the next month, however, in a 3-2 vote to continue providing 
the funds but at 10 percent reductions. 
The block grant program, administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, is 
intended to reduce blight and to help people with basic needs. Cities have leeway, within certain 
guidelines, to allocate the money as they wish. 
While social service agency funding is allowed under the program, it is not required. Some or all of that 
money could be shifted to the policing program or to any of three capital projects identified as priorities by 
the council. 
The capital projects alone -- targeting downtown, El Cajon Boulevard and Briercrest Park -- would run a 
total of $734,000, surpassing the entire grant by more than 15 percent.  
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