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LA MESA COUNCIL TAKES NO STAND ON PLANT PLAN  
Published: June 28, 2012 
Opponents of a power plant proposed for a site near Mission Trails Regional Park in San Diego and the 
project manager for the facility had equal opportunity to speak at the La Mesa City Council meeting 
Tuesday night, but in the end, the council decided to be quiet on the matter.  
La Mesa City Councilwoman Ruth Sterling had asked that the council either oppose or support the Quail 
Brush Power Plant, by resolution or letter. 
Instead, the council — which several years ago supported the building of the controversial Sunrise 
Powerlink — decided to do nothing. Sterling said she had already sent a note to the San Diego Planning 
Commission noting her own opposition. 
Councilman Ernie Ewin said the council wanted more expert information before weighing in, a point 
echoed by Councilman Dave Allan and Mayor Art Madrid. 
"We just ask that you keep us in the loop when you come up with some definitive data," Madrid said in the 
direction of Lori Ziebart, project manager for Quail Brush Genco LLC, an indirect, wholly owned 
subsidiary of Cogentrix Energy LLC. 
The San Diego Planning Commission is expected to vote today on whether to amend part of a plan for 
the facility, a 100-megawatt, natural-gas-fired electric power peaker plant. The meeting starts at 9 a.m. 
The proposed plant would be on privately owned land in the city of San Diego that abuts Mission Trails 
Regional Park right outside of Santee's city border. 
Cogentrix is the company that responded to San Diego Gas & Electric's 2009 request for proposals to 
build a plant. Ziebart said the company signed a power purchase agreement with SDG&E to build, own 
and operate the plant and provide power to SDG&E. 
Ziebart said the plant received letters of support from San Diego County-based business organizations 
CONNECT and BIOCOM, and support from the San Diego East County Chamber of Commerce. 
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