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La Mesa council sets out to erase graffiti  
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Hoping to wipe out the city's worsening graffiti problem, the La Mesa City Council this week authorized 
city staff to develop a more aggressive enforcement program.  
Among other options, La Mesa will explore using county probationers to clean up graffiti or implementing 
a rebate program that would reimburse residents for paint and other equipment used to remove or cover 
graffiti found on private property.  
Community Development Director David Witt said the report probably would be completed in four to six 
weeks.  
While some cities have adopted abatement regulations that order property owners to remove graffiti 
within a certain period of time, La Mesa officials yesterday seemed to be leaning more toward voluntary 
measures, such as the rebate program.  
Witt said abatement programs make property owners subject to a type of "double jeopardy" -- first as 
victims of vandalism and then by making them financially responsible for the cleanup.  
Councilman Ernest Ewin agreed, calling abatement regulations "pretty cold and calculating."  
"We send them a notice and we say, 'Hey, you've got a problem you didn't create on your property, and 
it's your problem. Get it addressed,' " Ewin said.  
Instead, Ewin said, the city should consider underwriting some of the cleanup expenses and enlisting the 
help of civic groups.  
Witt said city officials believe that much of the local graffiti is attributable to general teen-age vandalism, 
rather than to gangs or serious criminal activity. La Mesa police in the past have blamed members of a 
small youth gang called the "Death Wish Kids" for much of the city's graffiti.  
Witt said La Mesa already is responding more quickly to graffiti on public property, such as electric 
transformer boxes, by reporting trouble spots to public utility companies.  
Under the current system, when graffiti is found on private property, the city sends property owners a 
letter asking them to voluntarily remove the graffiti.  
Taking another approach, Councilman Art Madrid this summer spearheaded his own unofficial program to 
combat graffiti by offering cash rewards to people who provide information leading to the arrest and 
conviction of graffiti vandals.  
So far, Madrid has raised a total of $1,000 from four local businesses for the program. Police already 
have been tipped off to one alleged graffiti vandal, and the case is making its way through the system, he 
said.  
Madrid applauded the city for taking a step in acknowledging and actively fighting La Mesa's graffiti 
problem.  
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