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La Mesa council OKs plan to keep struggling agencies afloat  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
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The City Council has decided to be kind and gentle for one more year to the 10 social-service agencies 
receiving federal block-grant funds from La Mesa.  
Instead of opting for cuts, as had been anticipated, the council approved an allocation plan Tuesday that 
maintains funding at current levels for nine of the agencies and provides a hefty increase for the 10th. 
"I believe that (plan) provides . . . funding for these people that need our help," said Councilman Jay 
LaSuer, the current vice mayor. 
However, the plan may be subject to change. Because of the budget impasse in Congress, La Mesa still 
doesn't know how much money it will get for 1996-97 under the Community Development Block Grant 
program, administered by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
The allocations approved this week are based on an assumption that next year's block-grant funding will 
be the same as this year's, $636,000. 
If it turns out the grant is reduced by 20 percent or less, the council authorized city staff to make across-
the-board cuts in all the expenditures outlined. If the grant is cut by more than 20 percent, the council will 
re-examine how to divide up the money. 
The lion's share of next year's block-grant funding -- $398,000 -- is earmarked for three capital projects: 
revitalizing the area of western El Cajon Boulevard, renovating two parks in northeastern La Mesa and 
upgrading downtown streets and sidewalks. Some other money will go for housing, administrative costs 
and other projects. 
Under federal regulations, up to 15 percent of a city's block-grant funds can be passed on to public-
service agencies. A year ago, La Mesa allocated $55,100 -- 8.7 percent of its total -- to 10 agencies, in 
amounts ranging from $2,000 to $12,000. 
The council has indicated previously that it intends eventually to cut social-service funding entirely and 
shift the money to capital projects. Mayor Art Madrid repeated that warning Tuesday night. 
"We are really in need of capital improvements. We're slowly and surely heading in that direction," he 
said. 
"Next year, I'm not going to be sitting up here feeling really uncomfortable" about slashing social-service 
funding, Madrid said. "There's going to be some major changes." 
Under the grant-spending plan approved a year ago, $24,000 -- a large chunk of the money available 
under the 15 percent public-services cap -- went to pay for the 1995 hiring of two police officers. 
La Mesa hired the officers under a federal crime-bill grant that requires the city to pay, over three years, a 
rising share of the $111,200 annual cost. After three years, the city must fund the officers out of its own 
budget. 
Under the block-grant plan approved this week, the City Council earmarked $37,300 for the police 
officers, leaving $58,100 available for social-service agencies under the 15 percent public-services cap. 
One agency was given a big increase -- the Access Center, a San Diego-based organization that assists 
disabled people. It will receive $5,000, compared to $2,000 in the current year. The added funds will be 
used to create a computer registry of handicapped-accessible housing, an Access program manager 
said. 
The other nine agencies to receive current-year funding from La Mesa are: 
The East County Council on Aging, $12,000; Mesa-Valley-Grove senior program, $12,000; Senior Adult 
Services, $9,600; Davis-Grossmont YMCA, $5,000. 
Also, San Diego Youth and Community Services, $4,500; Challenge Center, $4,000; Alzheimer's Family 
Center, $2,000; Center for Community Solutions (formerly Center for Women's Studies and Services), 
$2,000; and Family Services Association, $2,000.  
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