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La Mesa council cuts hours at noisy Harry Griffen Park  
Kathie L. Taylor Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: November 26, 1986 
The gates of Harry Griffen Park will close an hour after sunset to curb noise and other problems reported 
by neighbors of the La Mesa park.  
The city council voted 3-1 last night to shorten the hours to one hour after sunset, which is now about 5 
p.m., and to lock the gates. 
Councilman Art Madrid opposed the change and Councilman Ed Senechal was absent. 
The 50-acre park on Milden Avenue is now open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m., at which time the La Mesa Police 
Department enforces curfew regulations. The park has been left open to give officers speedier and safer 
access to the grounds. 
All parks in La Mesa follow the same schedule of operations, but being the largest and having the most 
expansive parking area, Harry Griffen Park has lured several motorists after dark, said Lt. Allan Joslyn. 
"I've been in the park on patrol maybe four or five times since it opened and I'd say most of the activity 
has been in the parking lot," Joslyn said. 
About four residents attended the meeting to hear the outcome of the proposal. A resident of Blackthorne 
Court who supports the change in hours said cars cruise around the park as late as 3 a.m. playing loud 
music. 
"I've been sitting here thinking, what legitimate use could you put to a dark, passive park? And I find 
none," said Councilwoman Jerri Lopez. 
Said Mayor Fred Nagel: "I thought about closing the park a half hour to an hour after sunset, but that 
message may not go out to the public -- at least not the ones who should hear it." 
Therefore, the council decided it would be in the best interest of the community to close the gates an hour 
after sunset and supply the La Mesa Police Department with a gate key. 
The city's Parks and Recreation Commission recommended that the hours remain the same. 
Councilman Madrid did not support the change. "I know there are people, legitimate people, who enjoy 
sitting in a park after 10 p.m." He also said the council should uphold the decision made by the Parks and 
Recreation Commission. 
Councilman Ernie Ewin voted for the change "because it addresses health and safety issues as well as 
the definition of a passive park." 
The council will give the proposal its final reading in mid-December. If it passes, it will become law in 30 
days.  
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