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La Mesa city manager takes Oceanside post  
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La Mesa will lose its city manager of eight years to Oceanside this May.  
The decision to hire Ron Bradley to fill the city manager position vacated by Suzanne Foucault nine 
months ago was announced by the Oceanside City Council last night after a closed session. 
The 48-year-old Bradley, who will be making $90,000 a year when he joins Oceanside's staff May 9, will 
bring the city of 101,000 people the experience it has long sought. 
He is a 19-year employee of La Mesa and worked as the city's finance director before his 1980 
appointment as city manager. Before he was hired in La Mesa, Bradley was a police sergeant and then 
an insurance agent in El Centro. 
The Michigan-born Bradley holds a bachelor's degree in business administration from San Diego State 
University and studied specialized management programs at Harvard University and UCLA. 
In a city saddled with a high crime rate and shaky fiscal future, those experiences should serve Bradley 
well. 
"It was an easy decision for me," said Bradley, who draws an $80,000-a-year salary in La Mesa. "There 
are tremendous challenges for (Oceanside)." 
Among the challenges is working with a year-old slow-growth ordinance that sets a cap on residential 
construction and has been a thorn in the side of Oceanside council members. 
"Growth is an issue we've got to deal with," Bradley said. 
In La Mesa, a landlocked town of about 52,000, growth is not the issue it is in the seaside North County 
city. About 95 percent of the East County city is developed, Bradley said. 
"He's somewhat topped out here professionally," said La Mesa City Councilwoman Jerri Lopez. 
"Oceanside is a much larger place and he has tremendous challenges there. 
"He's extremely intelligent. He has a powerful personality and (is) excellent in delegating authority. I'm just 
terribly sorry to lose him." 
Said La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel: "Oceanside's gaining an awful lot through Ron. I fully expected them to 
hire him." 
La Mesa council members describe their city manager as an astute financial expert who played a key role 
in directing two major redevelopment projects and a $6 million overhaul of Fletcher Parkway, one of the 
city's major thoroughfares. 
Bradley was among five finalists selected from a pool of about 100 applicants, Oceanside Assistant City 
Manager James Rankin said. He will replace interim City Manager William Talley, an Anaheim resident 
who took over on a temporary basis in September after Foucault resigned under pressure last July. 
The council unanimously approved a new contract yesterday with Talley, which will halve his work with 
the city to 15 hours a week and his pay from $8,000 a month to $4,000. Talley said he will serve as a 
consultant to the city and maintain his part-time status indefinitely to ease the transition between him and 
Bradley. 
Bradley said he would soon be moving to Oceanside with his wife of 28 years, Frances. Earlier this year, 
the city council passed an ordinance mandating its city manager reside in Oceanside. Bradley has two 
sons, 27 and 25.  
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