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La Mesa City Council rejects motion to reinstate AIDS grant  
CHET BARFIELD Staff Writer   
Published: May 13, 1993 
Rejecting the pleas of a dying man and other AIDS advocates, the City Council has upheld an earlier 
decision to remove the AIDS Foundation San Diego from a list of non-profit agencies receiving federal 
block grant funds from the city.  
Immediately after voting 3-2 Tuesday to eliminate this year's AIDS grant of $3,300, the same council 
majority restored a $1,485 cut previously proposed for an Alzheimer's agency. 
Mayor Art Madrid and Councilwoman Ruth Sterling were in the minority on both votes. 
Afterward, outside the chambers, Dale Poe -- a terminally ill AIDS patient and one of three La Mesa 
residents on the foundation board to address the council -- was dejected at what had just taken place. 
Leaning on a cane and pausing for breath, Poe, 38, called the council's action "a step backward" for 
himself, for the AIDS foundation's two dozen La Mesa clients, and for all those who might benefit from the 
agency's outreach efforts to stem the spread of the disease. 
"It really bothers me that my own city would do this," he said. "It's going to take more deaths here in La 
Mesa for them to wake up and hear the call." 
On April 13, in the second of three hearings on apportionments of Community Development Block Grants, 
Councilman Jay LaSuer led the move to strike funding for the AIDS foundation. The foundation was one 
of 10 non-profit agencies receiving a total of $67,000 from La Mesa's 1992-93 share of block grants. 
LaSuer had said that, unlike the other agencies on the list that receive allocations ranging from $2,500 to 
$14,500, AIDS treatment and prevention have other state and federal sources of money. He reiterated 
that reasoning Tuesday before voting against Sterling's motion to restore funding for the AIDS group. 
Sterling, who voted with the 4-1 majority last month to cut the AIDS grant and reduce the Alzheimer's 
appropriation, this time said she'd had a change of heart prompted by letters received since the April 13 
meeting. "If one letter is worth a thousand words," she said, "the voices have rung out all over East 
County." 
Madrid, who last month cast the lone vote for the AIDS foundation, again argued in vain against the cut. 
"I don't think that it's fair to make an allocation . . . one year, then cut that funding the next year," he said. 
"We made a commitment. We made a moral obligation." 
After the AIDS vote, Councilwoman Donna Alm moved to restore a proposed 50 percent cut of $1,485 for 
the Alzheimer's Family Center. LaSuer and Vice Mayor Barry Jantz agreed, while Madrid and Sterling 
opposed it.  

 
Infobox 
Head varies 

Editions vary 

 
Copyright 1993, 2007 Union-Tribune Publishing Co. 

 

http://www.signonsandiego.com/

