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La Mesa City Council OKs measure aimed at toxic-gas manufacturer  
Paul Cour Tribune Staff Writer   
Published: November 10, 1988 
Reacting to mounting concern from residents about the continued operation of a toxic-gas manufacturer 
in the city, the La Mesa City Council has adopted an urgency ordinance to strengthen city fire codes.  
The ordinance is aimed at Phoenix Research Corp., which manufactures arsine and phosphine gases at 
a site on Alvarado Road bordering Fletcher Parkway. 
The council on Tuesday also passed an ordinance dealing with compressed gases and introduced 
another ordinance with amendments that would beef up the uniform fire code. 
Mayor Fred Nagel told residents who filled the council chambers that city officials "have worked as hard 
as we can to get (Phoenix Corp.) out of here since 1985." He said city officials would continue to work 
toward that end. 
The company, owned by a division of Union Carbide, recently announced that it plans to relocate to 
another city by the end of next year. But La Mesa city officials are pressing for an earlier departure. 
Gerald G. Lafreniere, division fire chief, told the council that the passage of the urgency ordinance gives 
the city the right to close the company's operations if it can't show compliance with new safety codes that 
are designed to eliminate life-threatening practices. 
The ordinance, said Lafreniere, requires exhaust systems that could handle the unauthorized release of 
toxic and highly toxic gas. 
It reads: "Such exhaust systems/scrubbers shall be capable of diluting, absorbing, neutralizing, burning or 
otherwise processing the entire contents of the largest single tank or cylinder of gas manufactured within 
the facility." 
The ordinance also provides for audible air-raid-type alarms to sound in the event of a life-threatening 
accident. 
The La Mesa Fire Department also will monitor the number of gas cylinders the company is allowed to 
keep on the premises, under the new safety codes. 
Councilman Ed Senechal said the council should send a message to the manufacturer of the toxic gases, 
which are used by the computer industry to make integrated circuits for computers. The council should tell 
the company "that we intend to pursue our efforts to get them to move and maybe they'll pack their bags 
and leave." 
The company has been operating in La Mesa since 1973, but it wasn't until 1985, after the deadly gas 
leak that killed more than 1,700 people and injured an estimated 200,000 more in Bhopal, India, in 
December 1984 that the public became aware of the La Mesa operation. 
The county's Air Pollution Control District has been trying for more than 2 1/2 years to have the plant 
closed because of the threat of an accidental leak. 
Cheri Gittins, president of the Maryland Avenue Parent-Teachers Association, read a resolution 
condemning the facility's operations, and resident Ginger Rodenhein called for stronger measures to 
close down the business. 
"I think we're trying to put a Band-Aid on the problem and it won't work," Rodenhein said.  
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