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La Mesa City Council keeps same $140K salary for new city manager 

Asher Price Asher Price is a Union-Tribune intern.   
Published: July 24, 2003 
The new city manager will earn $140,000 annually, a $20,000 boost in salary from her previous position, 
but the same as her predecessor.  
The La Mesa City Council voted on compensation for Sandra Kerl at its meeting Tuesday. 
After a nationwide search, the council appointed Kerl city manager in late June. Kerl had been serving as 
interim city manager following Dave Wear's retirement in May. Wear earned $140,000 annually. 
Elected officials make far less than the city employees with whom they work. Mayor Art Madrid earns 
$19,053 a year, while City Council members take home $7,675 a year. 
"I am an executive hired by the City Council to serve at their pleasure," said Kerl, the highest-ranking 
employee in the city. "I have to ensure the ongoing operation of the city." 
Kerl's city manager salary is not atypical. Bill Garrett, the city manager of neighboring El Cajon, earns 
nearly $200,000 a year. Lemon Grove City Manager Graham Mitchell earns $115,000 a year, plus a $250 
monthly car allowance. 
Kerl said her first priority is ensuring the city's budget is sound in the face of reduced funds from the state. 
La Mesa has a two-year budget in place, but Kerl said it may have to be looked at again, depending on 
how the state resolves its budget deficit. 
Kerl's office also is assessing a number of development proposals before the city. 
In June, she unveiled a $26.7 million spending plan for the current fiscal year. 
Kerl began working for La Mesa in 1987 as an administrative analyst. She was named assistant city 
manager in 1998. She earned $119,870 last year.  
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