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La Mesa chooses new city manager 
Sandy Kerl has served in an interim role since May  
Brian Hazle STAFF WRITER   
Published: June 28, 2003 
The City Council appointed staff veteran Sandy Kerl as city manager yesterday.  
Kerl, 41, succeeds Dave Wear, who retired in May after 13 years as the city's highest ranking staff 
member. 
Wear said Kerl's knowledge of city history and solid relationships with local business leaders and city 
employees will serve the city well. 
"One of the reasons I felt very comfortable leaving the city is because I knew she could take over for me 
without missing a beat," he said. 
Kerl was chosen from a pool of candidates developed through a national search conducted over the last 
several months. The City Council interviewed four candidates in an all-day closed session yesterday 
before unanimously selecting Kerl. 
All five council members said Kerl's qualifications and experience made her the best choice for the job. 
"She's a jewel for the city," Councilman Dave Allan said 
Kerl will negotiate her salary in a series of meetings during the next 10 days, Mayor Art Madrid said. She 
made about $120,000 a year as assistant city manager. Wear was paid about $140,000 annually. 
She could not be reached for comment yesterday, but has said recently that maintaining services with 
lower revenues from the state and persuading voters to pass the city's first-ever public safety bond 
measure will be among her immediate challenges. The bond would build new facilities for the city's police 
and fire departments. 
Kerl takes over as higher employee benefits costs and pending state funding cuts are forcing the city to 
dig into reserve funds to balance its budget over the next two years. 
Earlier this month, acting as the interim city manager, Kerl unveiled a $26.7 million spending plan for the 
fiscal year that begins Monday. 
Kerl came to the city in 1987 as an administrative analyst and held several management positions over 
the years. She was known then by her maiden name, Sandy Schultz. 
In 1998, she was named assistant city manager, and took over as interim city manager when Wear left in 
May. 
She started her career at San Luis Obispo County, where she worked as an analyst in the Health and 
Human Services department. 
She served as administrative services director for about four years, overseeing the city's finance, risk 
management and information systems departments, as well as the City Clerk's Office. 
Kerl holds a bachelor's degree in political science and public administration from Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo and a master's in business administration from the University of Redlands. 
About 11 years ago, she married La Mesa Fire Marshal Bruce Kerl, who retired from the city about two 
years ago. The couple have a 3-year-old daughter. 
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Sandy Kerl was picked as city manager in a unanimous vote. 
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