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La Mesa's new city manager beat out about 130 other candidates to get the job, but he had a slight edge: 
He once worked for interim City Manager Gayle Martin.  
The city council earlier this week named Ron Creagh to be the city's top administrator. Creagh, 44, has 
been city manager since 1982 in El Cerrito, a hillside community in the Bay area. He was the council's 
unanimous choice. 
Creagh's yearly salary will be $78,000, $8,000 more than paid to former City Manager Ron Bradley, 
according to Mayor Fred Nagel. 
In 1970, just a few years out of college, Creagh worked as an assistant to Martin when Martin was city 
manager of Manhattan Beach. 
La Mesa council members had to look no farther than Chula Vista for another recommendation: Chula 
Vista City Manager John Goss was Creagh's boss when Goss was city manager of Alameda in 1974, and 
Creagh was his assistant. 
Creagh also is an acquaintance of Bradley, who resigned as La Mesa's city manager in April to become 
Oceanside's top executive. Martin, who will be 70 in October, has been city manager in the interim. 
Creagh said he's no stranger to the county, because he's been a visitor on numerous occasions. 
When he heard La Mesa's top city job was up for grabs, Creagh jumped at the opportunity, he said. 
"I've always felt La Mesa was a most desirable place to live," Creagh said last night in a telephone 
interview from his home in El Cerrito. 
La Mesa's population is more than double that of El Cerrito's 24,000. The city has 274 employees, 
compared with 125 employees in El Cerrito. 
El Cerrito is largely a residential community in the Berkeley hills, with homes nestled on hillsides known 
for their Bay views. Creagh said El Cerrito's residents have incomes above the median for the Bay area. 
Creagh said he thinks he'll have no problems in La Mesa, noting that he's been assistant city manager in 
Alameda and Reno, Nev., cities with populations and work forces considerably larger than La Mesa. 
He thinks his experience in managing a major redevelopment project in El Cerrito was central in the La 
Mesa council's decision to hire him, he said. Since 1983, Creagh has supervised development of a hotel, 
senior citizen housing and a 200,000-square-foot shopping center. 
For nearly 10 years, La Mesa has been struggling to redevelop its downtown area, but has yet to get the 
project under way. 
"I have special skills in redevelopment projects," he said. "That's why they hired me." 
Creagh said he's ready to help La Mesa move ahead. "I've never gone to work for a city that didn't have 
problems. That's my job -- to solve problems." 
Creagh said he has notified members of his city council of his resignation and decision to move on to a 
larger city. "They were very pleased for me." 
Creagh, whose Gaelic name is pronounced "cray," is a native of Ironton, Mo. He attended California State 
University at Long Beach, receiving a bachelor's degree in 1965 and a master's degree in public 
administration in 1967. 
He and his wife, Nancy, plan to buy a home in La Mesa soon. Creagh said his first day of work here will 
be Oct. 3.  
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