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La Mesa celebrates 75th birthday today  
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This city was born 75 years ago.  
The headline in The San Diego Union, dated Feb. 8, 1912, read "Citizens of La Mesa Vote to 
Incorporate." 
And according to the accompanying news story, 249 citizens voted for incorporation, 60 voted against it. 
"By a sweeping majority of 189 votes the citizens of La Mesa at a special election today decided to 
incorporate." 
This week, the 52,000 residents of modern La Mesa are invited to celebrate its 75th birthday. City Council 
members will kick off a year's worth of festivities today at 3 p.m. by dressing in period costumes and 
holding a special City Council meeting. 
La Mesa Mayor Fred Nagel will conduct the meeting "in Town Hall fashion," according to City Clerk Anita 
Underwood, who researched a number of items true to their time that the council will consider during its 
historic skit. 
"It will be as if we are back in 1912," Underwood said. "They will have to set up the city, decide where to 
meet, organize the budget and address complaints." 
Old-fashioned sewage problems will be one of the complaints facing the council at the special 
commemorative meeting. Back in 1912, some people would dispose of toilet waste by dumping it on the 
ground, "and they're not supposed to do that," Underwood said. 
Following the impromptu skit, La Mesa citizens are invited to join the council for birthday cake from 
Logan's Bakery and for music (1912 style, of course) by organist Evelyn Esta Brooke and tenor Bill 
Martin. Costumes for the council were made by Margaret Schwab of Styled by Staniel. 
"After all the fun, we'll have a regular council meeting," Underwood said with a chuckle, "you know, the 
usual dull stuff." 
On Feb. 20, the city and the La Mesa Kiwanis will co-host a formal "Grand Beginning" dinner dance at the 
La Mesa Community Center.  
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